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ABSTRACT 

A prime minister is the most senior minister of a cabinet in the executive branch of 

government in a parliamentary system. The prime minister selects and may dismiss 

other members of the cabinet and allocates posts to members within the government. 

In parliamentary systems, prime minister is the presiding member and chairman of 

the cabinet. This study will review and deal with the functions and role of prime 

Minster in the political system general but main focus of research would be on 

personality and policies of Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani, when he was the prime 

Minster (2008-2012). Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani’s role as Prime minster was so 

crucial because he was first unanimously elected prime minister by all the political 

parties in the National Assembly. 
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1.0. INTRODUCTION 

Makhdoom Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani (Gillani) had played a very important role in 

the politics of Pakistan. He acted as provincial and federal minister, speaker 

National Assembly and the Prime Minister of Pakistan. Gillani was born on June 9, 

1952 in Karachi. He got his early education from Lassalle High School Multan and 

did his intermediate from Walait Hussain Islamia College, Multan. He attended 

Government College Lahore and obtained his bachelor’s degree in 1970. He got his 

master’s degree in journalism from the University of Punjab, Lahore in 1976. Most 

importantly, one of Gillani’s motherly aunts is the first wife of Sindhi politician and 

spiritual leader, the president of Pakistan Muslim League Functional (PML-F) Pir 

Pagara Shah Mardan Shah (Pir Pagara). Gillani is happily married Fauzia Gillani 

(BBC News, 2007).  

This article mainly discusses the policies of Gillani as Prime Minister of Pakistan 

during the time period from the year 2008 to year 2012. In this section, energy, 

economic as well as foreign policies of Prime Minister Gillani are discussed. On the 
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same day, after getting the vote of confidence, Gillani announced his 100 Days of 

Administration Program in which he among other declared to:     

 Repeal Frontier Crimes Regulations and Industrial Relations Order, 

 Proposed a Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 

 Prime Minister House budget cut by 40 percent, 

 Remove Special Counters at airports for parliamentarians, 

 Ban fund allocation for the renovation of government buildings and 

residences, 

 Frame a Freedom of Information Law, and  make Pakistan Electronic Media 

Regulatory Authority (PEMRA)  a subsidiary of the Ministry of Information, 

 To initiate talks with the extremists who were ready to lay down arms and 

‘adopt the path of peace’, 

 Suggest a new package for tribal areas, 

 Set up an  Employment Commission, 

 Establishment of  Madressah Authority to implement a uniform curriculum, 

 Build one million housing units annually for low-income groups 

 Brick line irrigation channels, 

 Lift ban on elected labour and student unions. 

The first part of Gillani cabinet sworn on 31 March, 2008. Of the 24 

ministers, eleven were from PPP, nine from PML(N), two  from ANP,1 from JUI 

and one from Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). Gillani consolidated his 

powers and successfully decrease the role of President Pervez Musharraf who failed 

to gather the support in the country, and Gillani’s position became secure. However, 

he could not remove Musharraf alone. He secretly but effectively persuaded his 

party leadership to bring about an impeachment motion against President Pervez 

Musharraf. Gillani reportedly told at the meeting of the PPP Central Committee that 

they all should swim or sink” with the political strength of PMLN in the larger 

interest of democracy (The News International). He assertively pleaded to the 

Central Committee that if at any stage they all have to make a final choice between 

Musharraf and Nawaz Sharif, and then Central Committee leaders should stand with 

the PML (N) in line with the democratic credentials of the party (The News 

International, 2008). 

On 13 May 2008, the PML (N) ministers resigned from Gillani’s government 

due to disagreement related to the reinstatement of judges whom Musharraf 

removed from office in 2007.  Zardari hoping to preserve the coalition, told Gillani 

not accept the resignations (The News International, 2008). Musharraf dramatically 

resigned from the presidency after delivering an hour long farewell speech on 18 
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August 2008. On Musharraf s removal, Prime Minister Gillani famously marked 

Musharraf s resignation as historic day.  

2.0. POLICIES AS PRIME MINISTER 

2.1.  Energy Policy 

 Energy crisis is one of the most serious problems faced by Pakistan. 

Unfortunately, Pakistan was unable to produce   enough amount of energy sufficient 

for its fast growing population. In April 2010, Gillani proclaimed the Energy Policy 

to cope with the serious shortage of electricity faced by Pakistan (Boone & Jon, 

2012). In 2010, Prime Minister Gillani left for USA to attend the Nuclear Security 

Summit in Washington, D.C. There he highlighted the energy needs of Pakistan.  In 

his statement Gillani stressed, “Pakistan would like to act as a provider and 

participant in any non-discriminatory nuclear fuel cycle assurance mechanism” (The 

News International, 2010). 

The government of Yousaf Raza Gillani further improved the Nuclear Safety 

Program and expanded the role of   Pakistan Nuclear Regulatory Authority (P N R 

A). In 2012, Gillani attended   Nuclear Security Summit, 2012 in Lahore where he in 

fact secured for Pakistan the right to use nuclear technology for peaceful purpose on 

non-discriminatory basis. He also endorsed the protections agreements about two 

commercial civil nuclear powers plants, and inaugurated the CHASNUPP-III 

nuclear power plant in Chashma. In 2012, Gillani   authorized establishment of two 

civilian nuclear power plants in Karachi to meet the future energy needs of country’s 

industrial and economic development. Then in year 2012, Gillani attended the 

Second Energy Conference held in Lahore. 

 Pakistan does not harbor any aggressive designs against any state, but it is 

determined to defend its territorial integrity. That is why we need to maintain a 

balance in conventional forces suitably backed by minimum credible nuclear 

deterrence. Pakistan will continue to develop her military potential that guarantees 

peace with honor and dignity. Our military capability is basically for the deterrence 

purpose while peace remains the ultimate cherished goal for Pakistan” (Boone & 

Jon, 2012). 

2.2. Role in Chief Justice Restoration and Constitutional Amendments 

Gillani played a vital role in constitutional amendments done by the Parliament as 

Prime Minister of Pakistan. His role in and out of the House for constitutional 

amendments was remarkable. During the legal and “judicial crisis” on 10th of 

March 2009, Gillani played  significant role in final phase of  judicial crises in the 

country and played a very significant  role in persuading the President Asif Ali 
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Zardari to reestablish and re store  the position of Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad 

Chaudhry as the Chief Justice of Pakistan.  Many political observers highly 

appreciated Prime Minister’s role and describe it as very commendable job in the 

political career of Gillani, This also let to enhance and strengthen his role as the 

Prime Minister of Pakistan. (Masood, 2012)  

Since 2008, Gillani's government and the Parliament have carried out major 

constitutional amendments intended to enhance and strengthen the parliamentary 

democracy in the country. In April 2010, the Parliament unanimously passed the 

XVIII Amendment which removed the presidential powers, limiting the role of 

presidency in the politics, and turned the political system of Pakistan from a semi-

presidential to a parliamentary republic. In December 2010, the XIX and XX 

amendments were passed by the Parliament of Pakistan which gave more power, 

responsibilities and strengthened the position of the office of prime minister. 

2.3. Financial and Economic Policy 

After the year 2008, Pakistani currency rupee continued to devalue against 

US dollar and other major currencies of the world. This indicated that Pakistan has 

come back to the "Era of Stagflation" characterized by rising unemployment and 

lack of increase in consumer demand and business activity. It was the same situation 

faced by the country in 1990’s (Boone & Jon, 2012). 

In his initial phase of government, Gillani tried to retain the Privatization 

Program of ex- Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz (Niaz, 2012). This program was 

abruptly stopped after the universal recession and a serious financial crisis hit 

Pakistan’s economy badly. Gillani accepted the resignation of two Finance Ministers 

and unexpectedly selected the former Finance Minister’s denationalization program 

in Shaukat Aziz government. Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh was appointed as a new 

Finance Minister. (Niaz, 2012) Gillani's made efforts to suspend the nationalization 

program of the previous government and replaced it with a more innovative program 

called  “state capitalism” (Niaz, 2012).  

 The state-owned corporations were set off to privatization menu and his 

government approved a new menu of privatization based on public private 

partnership  with transfer of management control and 26% shares of 21 state owned 

enterprises (SOEs) (Khaliq, 2012). No timetable was given, instead Gillni’s 

government announced that the privatization process would be completed when 

international market would be feasible. During his first years of government, his 

government obtained unprecedented loans from International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

which increased the level of poverty in the country (Khaliq, 2012).  
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In January 2012, the Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gillani stated the 

economic situation in the following words, “Economic sector have been achieved 

stability during the first six months of the current fiscal due to the prudent policies 

of the present government" (Khaliq , 2012).  In the National Assembly, Gillani 

claimed that the fiscal deficit had decreased from 9.4% to 7.6% and inflation that 

had dropped from to 25% to 9.7% during December 2011. He also announced that 

the Pakistan's GDP growth rate will be 4% basically due to the enhanced agricultural 

production and the network of taxation has been increased. The tax collection in 

2011 was 27% more comparing to 2010. Gillani's government made an unsuccessful 

attempt to privatize the mega-state corporations, particularly in the power sector. 

Major power distribution companies including WAPDA, IESCO, TESCO, PEPCO 

were proposed by the Finance Ministry to privatize. There In wake of effective 

worker's strike initiated by the central labor unions and mounting criticism, Gillani 

government stopped the privatization program of energy sector, and nationalized the 

remaining power sector industries due to public pressure. (Ian , 2012)  

In spite of many efforts of Gillani’s government to produce tangible results, 

dramatic high upsurge in suicide, corruption, fragile national security, high rate of 

unemployment, and unsustainable economic policies along with other factors 

returned   the Pakistan's economy back to so called "era of stagflation" (Shoaib, 

2012). During 2004-2008 under outgoing Prime Minister, Shaukat Aziz Pakistan’s 

economic growth rate decreased a great deal from 8.96% to 4.09%. Annual growth 

rate of the country has also decreased from approximately 5.0% to 2.0%. According 

to the research of by Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE), "nation's 

currency in circulation as a percentage to total deposits was 31%, which was  very 

high as compared to India", where 40.0% of the population fell under the line of 

poverty, with 16.0% rise in the inflation during his four years of ruling over the 

country (Shoaib, 2012). 

 The new strict monetary policy could not control the rising inflation; it did 

worsen the economic growth of the country. The slump took place when the strict 

“monetary policy” was not able to support the strong private sector to become a key 

partner in growth and development.  Analyzing the stagflation problem, the Pakistan 

Institute of Development Economy (PIDE) observed that a major cause of 

continuous stagflation in Pakistan was the lack of coordination between fiscal and 

monetary authorities (Hasan, 2012). 

2.4. Assassination Attempt 2008 

 Gillani was fortunate enough to escape an assassination attempt on 

September 3, 2008, only very a few months after assumption of Prime Minister of 

Pakistan’s office. This incident took place when an unknown gunman shot at his car 
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in Rawalpindi.” The incident happened shortly after Prime Minister Yousaf Raza 

Gillani was coming back from Lahore” (Hasan & Syed Shoaib, 2012). His car was 

coming to the Islamabad, from Chaklala airbase in Rawalpindi.(Hasan, 2012) 

The spokesman of the Prime Minister's House said that Gillani and members 

of his staff had fortunately escaped unhurt and were safe in assassination attempt. 

He stated that police had been put on high alert and an investigation was launched 

into the incident. The unidentified assailants fired at Gillani's motorcade on a 

highway. At least two shots hit the Prime Minister's bulletproof vehicle; TV 

channels quoted officials as saying. State-run PTV beamed footage of the damage 

caused by the bullets to the window of the driver's door of the vehicle. Reports said 

the incident occurred at a spot where former premier and PML-N Chief Nawaz 

Sharif's motorcade was fired at on 27 December last year, shortly before PPP 

Chairperson Benazir Bhutto was assassinated in a suicide bombing in Rawalpindi” 

(Hassan, 2012). “According to Yousaf Raza Gillani's press secretary, Zahid Bashir, 

a car carrying Gillani was hit by 10 bullets in an attack near Islamabad on 3 

September 2008; Bashir said that Gillani was unharmed. The Pakistan-based Taliban 

group claimed responsibility for the attack (Hasan & Syed Shoaib, 2012). 

2.5. Cultural and Media Policy 

 Gillani emphasized the need of strong and free media in a country. 

According to his  view, media plays a very important and significant role. It should 

have freedom to highlight the issues and problems. Media is considered as the 

backbone of the country and it lets the people to know what is going throughout the 

country and what is true and what is false. He noted the fact that "A free and robust 

media is the main pillar of the Pakistan Government's media policy” (Hasan & Syed 

Shoaib, 2012).  Gillani put forward a suggestion to amend the previous "Draconian" 

laws   in order to support media freedom in the country. He stated that, “Pakistan is 

not only a state but an idea and an ideal that our courageous and talented people 

strive for, in their daily lives, to translate into reality” (The Nation, 2011).  

Prime Minister Gillani followed  the “cultural and television policy of 

Benazir Bhutto and in the light of Supreme Court verdict, he  ordered PEMRA to 

blackout of Indian television channels, though he ordered the restoration of religious 

channels. Gillani stressed the role of country’s media and stimulated the” film, 

drama, and national performing art industry” to strengthen national spirit in the state 

(Sharif & Farhan, 2012). In the year 2011, Gillani banned the transmission of BBC 

World and other international channels throughout the country. Banning of BBC 

World deeply alerted the BBC authorities and the BBC administration immediately 

have a meeting with the Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gillani and were able to 
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resolve the issue. The BBC World transmission was restored after BBC world 

ordered a full-fledged investigation into the matter” (Sharif, 2012). 

 The new strict and tight monetary policy could not tame the soaring 

inflation, it did stagnate the economic growth. One economist maintained that 

stagflation took place when the tight monetary policy did not encourage the strong 

private sector to play a key part in growth. Analyzing the stagflation problem, the 

PIDE observed that a major cause of continuous era of stagflation in Pakistan was 

lack of coordination between fiscal and monetary authorities (Gulf News, 2011). 

2.6. Foreign Relations 

In 2012,   Prime Minster Gillani represented Pakistan in ‘Bao Forum for Asia 

Annual Conference, 2008’ in China. In his speech emphasizing the need for Asian 

unity and close relations among Asian nations Gillani said that “If we do not 

establish a regional harmony based on trade, investment and economic growth, we 

fear, we will remain hostage to the past. The 21st century is the "Asian century", and 

Asia’s role in the global economic order has changed rapidly”. Gillani supported 

economic reform in China. He also defended Pakistan’s decision to give India most-

favored nation status and a new transit trade agreement with Afghanistan (Noorani, 

2012). 

In the 2012, addressing session of the “Boao Forum for Asia” in China Prime 

Minster  Gillani  called for "Asian Unity". He also supported the “Chinese economic 

reforms” and justified a new “transit trade agreement” with the country Afghanistan 

and his government decision to   declare India as the most-favored nation in trade. 

Gillani stressed upon the need for the joint efforts  to  construct of a network of   gas 

pipelines and communication  that, in his view, “alters the regional situation 

radically (BBC News, 2012). 

 In order to improve its relations with France, in May 2011,  Gillani paid an 

three day official visit to this country. In his meetings with French President 

Nicholas Sarkozy, Gillani discussed bilateral cooperation on Security and economic 

partnership. Gillani was successful in signing of Pak-French agreement on 

cooperation in sectors of energy, telecommunication, infrastructure development, 

banking, environment, waste management and defense. 

2.7. Legal Challenges (Memogate And Mediagate Scandals) 

In the era of Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gillani, state of Pakistan faced many legal 

challenges.  It is a fact that Yousaf Raza Gillani period of governance had to face 

many legal challenges, such as Memo gate, Media gate scandals and subsequent 

conflicts, disqualification petition, Conviction on charges of Contempt of Court, 
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disqualification and ouster. The detail scandals and legal cases is given below. The 

Memo Gate Controversy, also known as Mullen Memo Controversy basically, 

revolved  around a memorandum, which was mainly addressed to Admiral Mike 

Mullen (Joint Chiefs of Staff of USA 2007-2011) apparently seeking support of the 

Obama administration in the wake of the Osama bin Laden raid to avert a military 

takeover of the civilian government in Pakistan” (Masood & Gall, 2007). 

The Media Gate, also known as Media War, is a term which describes “the 

period of political competition in Pakistan, which eventually led to a media scandal, 

between the mainstream TV  news channels, On 7
th

 june 2012 Riaz Malik a Town 

planner and Investor approached many news channels and shared information and 

videos regarding transferring of about 3.7 million Dollars to his business Partner 

Arslan Iftikhar (Son of Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudary) to the leading 

News channels of Pakistan. Malik Riaz said that the payments were given to Arslan 

Iftikhar to influence over the Supreme Court cases and pressurize the “National 

Accountability Bureau’s investigation” (Dawn  News, 2012).  

On June 16, 2012 PEMRA and Supreme Court started investigation against 

the TV channels headed by two Supreme Court judges. According to the registrar of 

Supreme Court, it was a conspiracy to defame the judiciary and an attempt to make a 

mockery of the Judiciary and the judges (Muhammad, 2012). “On 29 March 2012, a 

civilian resident of Johar Town Lahore, Tariq Ahmed, filed a court petition in the 

Lahore High Court, seeking to hear the case of disqualification of Gillani. The plea 

was filed in the High Court in which the petitioner took the stance that Madam 

Fauzia Gillani— spouse of Prime Minister Gillani received loans of millions of 

rupees from the Agriculture Development Bank Ltd (ADB) and the National Bank 

of Pakistan for the two mega-corporation owned by the Gillani family. Fauzia 

Gillani served as Executive Director of both mega corporations.  The loans of 

millions of rupees were not paid back to the banks” (Shah, 2012). 

On 26
th

   April in 2012, Yousaf Raza Gillani was sentenced on the charges of 

“Contempt of Court”, becoming one of the Pakistan's first Prime Ministers to be 

sentenced while holding office the office. He was condemned be in custody till the 

rising of the court, a “symbolic sentence,” which lasted for a thirty seconds. “The 

decision was considered as a short order and the complete decision of the Supreme 

Court of Pakistan had been reserved, and was announced after some time.  Gillani's 

lawyer Aitzaz Ahsan declared that the Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gillani’s shall 

file a petition against the Supreme Court's decision once the full decision is 

announces. Though, Gillani refused to “step down” (Shah & Sabir, 2012). 

Gillani headed the government longer than any other prime ministers of Pakistan 

except the Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan. During his reign Pakistan had faced 
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many political as well as economic upheavals and reign is described as: "Clash of 

state institutions, involving the government (executive), the armed forces and the 

judiciary" (Shah & 2012). 

3.0. CONCLUSION 

This article discusses the time period of the Prime Minister Yousaf Raza 

Gillani. This study is the over view of his political career and his time period during 

the prime ministry of Pakistan. It would not wrong to state that he unexpectedly 

became the prime Minster. People of Pakistan were not expecting him as a Prime 

Minster of Pakistan, as more analysts pointed out to Mukhdoom Ameen Faheem as 

he has stronger political career as compared to Yousaf Raza Gillani and was a very 

close companion of Mutarama Benazir Bhutto.  

 Makhdoom Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani played a very important role in the 

politics of Pakistan. Gillani is the son of an influential landowning family from 

Multan. His family has a long legacy as guardians of Islamic shrines and his father 

was also an MNA. He acted as the Prime Minister of Pakistan from the year 2008 to 

2012. He became prime minister in 22 March 2008 by the support of many powerful 

parties which includes “Pakistan Muslim League (N), Awami National Party, Jamiat 

Ulema-e-Islam (F) and Muttahida Qaumi Movement. On 29 March, 2008 Yousaf 

Raza Gillani secured a unanimous vote of confidence from the National Assembly. 

On the floor of the House he stated that his government was not afraid of 

“innumerable challenges” that it would have to face and that the restoration of law 

and order and total elimination of terrorism would be its first priority. He identified 

unemployment, inflation and poverty as the second most pressing problem of his 

Government. 

In a condition when the stacks are displeased on the government act and 

about the democratic development, some people had taken to violence while some 

sit disappointed. This country was a reward of Almighty Allah and a hope in the 

hands of the nation. The United States of America is trying to change the map of this 

part of the World, while India and Israel were playing the major role in this regard. 

The Government should have a clear anti-terrorism policy to provide peace and 

safety to the people of the country. But Syed yousaf Raza Gillani’s Government was 

totally disastrous in bringing down the terrorism activities in the country. It is right 

to say that Gillani run the bussiness of the state totally under the supervisions and 

suggestions of President Asif Ali Zardari. Most of his decisions were reflection of 

the command of Asif Ali Zardari. Gillani was not able to take his decisions freely, 

that is why he could not perform well according to the hopes of the people of 

Pakistan during his tenure as Prime Minister of Pakistan. 
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