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ABSTRACT 

Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) is a Commission set up by the Federal 

Government of Nigeria in 2000 with a mandate to “facilitate the rapid, even and sustainable 

development of the Niger Delta into a region that is economically prosperous, socially stable, 

ecologically regenerative and politically peaceful”. This paper is concentrating on the socio-

economic impact of the Commission’s projects on roads, water and electricity in Ohaji/Egbema, 

Oguta and Obowo communities in Imo State Nigeria. There have been lots of Niger Delta 

Development Commission projects in the Niger Delta Region and Imo state as a state in the 

NDR has benefitted from these projects right from the inauguration of the Board of NDDC in 

2001 till date. Generally, infrastructural projects includes roads, electricity, water 

,transportation, communication, sewage and most cases such projects are sponsored by the 

government, corporate bodies and international organizations due to the high financial cost for 

their execution and secondly because of their great importance to communities’ welfare and 

development. Hence individuals do not get involved in them because of the high cost and the 

inability to check the benefits or externalities. Wikipedia defined infrastructure generally as the 

set of interconnected structural elements that provide a framework supporting an entire 

structure of development. And in modern time, availability of such elements is used as 

parameters for assessing the level of development of communities and countries. Most 

government provides these facilities to check their cost and charges when provided by 

individuals or companies so as to control the capitalist monopolist tendencies of exorbitant 

charges and extortion since they are necessities of life. The Niger Delta Region covered by 

NDDC are the nine states in Nigeria as follows: Delta, Akwa-Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross River, 

Rivers, Ondo, Imo, Abia and Edo States but this study is concentrating on the communities of 

Ohaji/Egbema, Obowo and Oguta in Imo state. A mixed method research was conducted and a 

survey design utilized. Hence qualitative and quantitative approached were used and four 

hundred questionnaires were administered, face to face interviews were conducted on nine 

participants while five telephone interviews were also used on randomly selected participants. 

The analysis showed that these infrastructural projects had a lot of social and economic impact 

on the communities, hence Government and NDDC should be encouraged to construct more of 

these projects not only in the communities under study but also in other communities. 

Key Word: communities, socio-economic impact, projects, Oil Exploration 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The assessment of the socio economic impact of interventionist projects is a very important 

paradigm for true understanding and justification for the huge public funds spent on such 

projects. There has not been much literature on the socioeconomic impact of Niger Delta 

Development Commission projects especially on the location of study hence there is sparse 

literatures and this study is to fill this gap. This assertion is in line with the views of Fan and 

Chan-Kang (2008) in their study in China that the impacts of roads of various qualities have not 

received much attention in the literature in China. The neglect of the Niger Delta Region and the 

activities of oil mining business have created a lot of problems in the region and the provision of 
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these facilities by NDDC is geared towards improving the socio-economic and security 

situations in the region. In analyzing the socio –economic impact of these interventionary 

projects, one would first briefly explain the situation in the region before the projects. The 

environmental impact of the activities of oil companies operating in this region has seriously 

affected the livelihood of the communities and it was in a bid to reduce the negative impacts of 

these activities that the need for these projects arose. The effects of the pollution from oil 

activities in this communities has adversely affected crops, vegetation, animals and humans and 

this has motivated violence and other illegal activities (Oyetusi 2007). The assessment of the 

socioeconomic impact looks into the adjustments these projects have made on the livelihood, the 

housing pattern, agriculture and economic trees, occupations of these communities which are 

mainly farming, fishing and petty trading, the change in health, education, income and standard 

of living of these people as a result of the construction of roads, water and electricity as 

specified in the scope and limitation of the study.  

The Niger Delta region is characterized by farmers and fishermen who were more or less 

subsistence farmers, even when they have surplus of farm products to sale they had no access 

roads through which they could transport them to the cities. They were using water as major 

means of transportation, using the local canoes and later engine boats. The income level was so 

low and the schools were not much available to the children. There were few health centres and 

far from one village to the other. There were much water surrounding the people but all were not 

fit for human consumption and seal of oil cover the water and the aquatic lives were lost because 

of the oil that covers the water coupled with the gas flaring which has much health hazards 

(Ajugwo 2013). Vegetation dies off and nature was being adjusted and destroyed by the oil 

spillages and gas flaring. The communities had no functional electricity and most places were in 

darkness except few families who could afford generators which they only use mostly in the 

night for few hours before they go to sleep. People were drinking water from the rivers, streams 

and dug wells and such water were not good for human consumption as such leads to lots of 

water borne diseases. Life generally was close to nature and unsafe.  

Review of Literature 

With this brief background of the life in the Niger Delta communities, one would be able to 

understand the impact of NDDC projects especially on water, electricity and roads in these 

communities. NDDC as stated by Okolo (2014) “is the fifth interventionist agency in the Niger 

Delta to implement a programme for sustainable prosperity and peace to the region.” And 

amongst all, NDDC has created more and meaningful impact in accordance with the master plan 

despite all the accusations and questions on her accountability and effectiveness. Okolo (2014) 

explained the youths restiveness and illegal activities in the region due to the worsening social 

economic and environmental problems as he stated “violently protested against incessant oil 

spillages-pollution, under-development, exclusion and the over 50 years of gas flaring that have 

impacted negatively on the people[s] of the region and the ecology of their environment”. 

Adopting a political science approach, he suggested as a social remedy the establishment of 

conflict resolution body to monitor and evaluate social issues that leads to conflict and be able to 

address them before they explode. 

Agekameh (2010) in his article in “The Capitol”(published for NDDC) explained that in the 

“Niger Delta, socio-economic injustices walks on four legs”, leading to violent agitations by the 

people and it is this injustices that the projects of NDDC strives to eradicate. The highlighting of 

the socio economic problems of the region and the urgent need for governmental intervention 

has been discussed in many literatures (Uyigue and Agho, 2007, Akpomuvie 2011, Ihayere .et al 

2014, Ajugwo 2013).  According Stanley (1990), identified farmland degradation as a major 

socio-economic impact of oil pollution and this view was shared by Worgu (2000) as he stated 

that soils, forests and water bodies in host communities in the Niger Delta have been adversely 
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affected by oil exploration. Subsistent farmers and fishermen and women have lost their lands 

and fishing waters, and are consequently forced to emigrate to other communities in search of 

livelihood thereby exerting additional pressures on natural resources in such areas. Olujimi, et al 

(2011) and Iwejingi (2013) emphasized that oil spillage could result in massive extermination of 

fishes and thereby threaten the social and economic life of the communities whose livelihood 

depends on the contaminated water and polluted farm lands as crops and vegetation weather 

away and other animals in the soil like earthworms that help in soil manure die off.  Inoni (2006) 

et al found in their study that Oil spill reduced crop yield, land productivity and greatly 

depressed farm income as a 10 percentage increase in oil spill reduced crop yield by 1.3 percent 

while farm income declined by 5 percent. All these socioeconomic problems are what the 

NDDC projects strives to caution their effect on the host communities. The harm done to the 

socioeconomic and environmental region of the Niger Delta as a result of the oil activities could 

best be summarized in the words of Ayuba (2012) as he stated that the pollution as a result of oil 

activities in the Niger Delta “has caused the massive destruction to farmlands, sources of 

drinking water, mangrove forest, fishing grounds and declination of fish, crabs, periwinkles and 

birds. Large areas of mangrove forest have been destroyed over a wide area affecting terrestrial 

and marine resources. Some past spills have necessitated the complete relocation of some 

communities, loss of ancestral homes, pollution of fresh water, loss of forest and agricultural 

land, destruction of fishing grounds and reduction of fish population, which is the major source 

of income for the Niger Delta people”. 

Similarly, Ugbomeh (2007); and Omajemite (2008) identified in their study that poverty, 

deprivation, social conflict, occupational dislocation, ill health, unemployment etc. are some of 

the social and economic problems faced by the people of the Niger Delta Region. Also study 

conducted by Oruonye (2011) on the socioeconomic impact of resettlement at Lake Chad 

Nigeria explained that despite the fact the infrastructural facilities like good school. modern 

health centres, market stores, boreholes, viewing centres and police office to enhance their 

security, still the people were not happy as they would have preferred farmlands for their 

farming, canals to enhance their easy transportation and enough shelter. This preference to 

having farmland and canal as means of livelihood is positioned by the fact that the settlers were 

mainly farmers and fishermen and this study goes on to emphasize that the impact and 

preference of infrastructures varies in each community.  

Before the water projects by this commission in these communities, good drinking water has 

been a serious problem in rural communities especially the oil regions and women and children 

trek long distance spending longer time to find usable water. This observation is supported by 

Ishaku et al (2011) as they stated “findings revealed that Over 70% of households in rural 

communities do not have access to improved water supply. They rely solely on self-water supply 

(free source) such as rivers, perennial streams, water ponds and unprotected wells which is 

susceptible to water borne diseases such as typhoid fever, cholera, dysentery, malaria parasites 

etc. Most of the rural dwellers especially women and children spend time trekking far distances 

of more than 3 kilometers to fetch water for domestic purpose”. The completed water projects 

by NDDC has impacted seriously on the communities, the women and children now spend less 

time and stress going too far distance streams looking for water that are not even good for usage. 

The boreholes have equally improved the health situations in these communities and the sanitary 

conditions .The importance and qualities of good drinking water was also highlighted in 

(Adeoye et al 2013, Chinedu et al 2011, Wahaj 2012). In a similar study, Akpoborie and 

Ehwarimo (2012) said the water plant in Warri was certified clean and good for consumption as 

they stated “All the packaged water samples collected from production plants, distributors and 

hawkers in Warri appears to be of good quality and meets the SON and WHO specifications for 

drinking water quality”. This study is in line with the quality of borehole waters dug by the 

commission in these communities under study. 
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In understanding the socio economic impacts of the projects, the citizen and participants in the 

oral and telephone interview said thus ““Yes these roads are very good and helping us in our 

business and when fully completed we would have free movement in and out of Egbema and 

Ohaji. Road is a necessity for development and improvements. We make more money in our 

economic activities as the roads are now motorable. We would connect to Owerri and other 

closer cities if they complete this Ohaji/Egbema - Owerri dualization road contract abandoned”. 

“We are begging them to come and continue work as the dry season is still on. We are begging 

NDDC, the government is taking much money from our land and leaves us without food, and 

good water and tarred roads, our children who went to school cannot find work in oil companies. 

Still the billions Nigeria is using to develop the Abuja and other states come from here, still we 

have nothing”. 

“The water in Egbema is functioning and we have regular water as it is solar energy powered 

and there is also a generator house there with installed generator to power the pumps if the solar 

energy fails. We are grateful to NDDC and Government for the good drinking water, though not 

connected to houses but at least people could go to the water site and fetch good drinking 

water”. Also a very old man with her wife who should be above 75 years added in native 

language “my son I never knew we would live to see such development coming to us, we used 

to trek through bush track routes even when the colonial masters came, we constructed some of 

these track roads to link ourselves. Now we have tarred (paved) roads, electricity and the water 

from the pipes and no more streams. Government is trying but the problem of this oil they are 

digging here is killing our farms, please tell them that we are not happy about our farms being 

destroyed. Let them come and help us and then give our children work after school, many do not 

have work after going to school”. One of the men participants said “our farmland and economic 

crops were destroyed during the road construction, and up till now no compensation, they said 

they will come but still from year to year we don’t see them” The destruction of economic crops 

without compensation as a result of the projects possess a negative impact as stated by the 

respondents. 

The improvement on the road network in the host communities has really made movements of 

goods and services easier and faster as explained by various writers on the importance of roads 

in communities (Oraboune, 2008, Warr 2005 and 2007, Purcell 2005, Worku 2011). The new 

NDDC roads and the ring roads constructed is a linkage in Ohaji/Egema for all the farming and 

fishing communities and give access to people that come to buy food materials from the area 

and also enable them to move some of the farm produce to feed the urban populations of Owerri 

town. But there is need for the construction of roads that link the farms to the community’s 

residential areas so as to have perfect linkage from farms to communities residents and then to 

the markets. Also the road networks in Oguta has made movement of goods and services easier 

and contributing greatly in the flow of goods and services and human traffic within and outside 

the communities. However the lots of uncompleted roads when completed would boost the 

economic and social life in these communities. There is usually a positive relationship between 

good motorable roads and installation of infrastructural facilities and hence the roads has 

improved the telecommunication networks as facilities have been installed by the various 

network providers in these communities. Similarly, Fan and Chan-Kang (2008) explained that 

the improvement on roads and human capital has motivated visible and increasing economic 

growth and reduction of absolute poverty in China’s economy. 

The relevance of electricity in rural development was evaluated by many writers and they all 

agreed  and concluded that electricity are playing vital roles in the socio economic situations in 

communities and this analysis is in line with the findings in the communities under study 

(Khandker et al 2009, Fouquet and Pearson 2006). The importance of roads and electricity 

projects in each of the communities cannot be neglected as they act as catalyst and engines of 
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economic and social growth in each community and has the power of empowering men, women 

and youths to earn their living and raise the economic empowerment of the residents in these 

communities. More jobs were created individually and income rose to about 50% because of the 

electricity and good roads as private transportation systems became operational including the 

commercial motorcycle business locally called “Okada and keke na pep” as stated by the 

participants in communities specifically Ohaji/Egbema and Oguta where there were meaningful 

NDDC projects. Analysis shows that the use of electric equipment and tools by small and micro 

enterprises in Kenya has contributed positively in workers’ productivity, increased income 

generation, and fast delivery of goods and services leading to higher social and economic 

benefits for rural communities (Kirubi et al 2008). 

However, Poverty is a global issue that has gained the attention of many international 

organizations and governments. The need and means of eradicating poverty varies from location 

to location but in all countries, access to infrastructures like electricity, good drinking water, 

Health. Good and cheap means of transportation, education, per capita income etc. forms good 

indicators for measuring level of poverty. Therefore, the socioeconomic impact of roads, water 

and electricity become vital and of interest in literature as poverty is linked to absence of 

socioeconomic welfare. The studies by Menéndez (2013), explained that the socio-economic 

indicators showed a low level of development in the rural community of study in Tanzania as 

the sources of energy were mainly through firewood.  Also Kanagawa and Nakata (2007, 2008) 

in their study in Assam state India explained that access to modern energy like electricity will 

drastically improve the quality of life of those who do not have yet and reduce poverty in rural 

communities. They emphasized that use of electricity reduces exposure to hazards from 

pollutants and enables the good storage of vaccination and medicine in the health sector while 

the economic importance ranges from job creation through entrepreneurs development, higher 

productivity. Educationally, electricity enables students to study at night under comfortable 

atmosphere, expose students and researchers to modern information facilities, and updating of 

information through televisions, radio and other gadgets.  

The impact of electricity on the environment is of great socioeconomic importance too as 

reduction in use of woods as fuel pretends deforestation, reduces wastage of energy generated as 

good modern appliances are energy saving and keeps good unpolluted climate. Barros, Ibiwoye 

and Managi (2011, Okafor, 2008) in their studies found that Nigerian economy is dominated by 

a large informal sector and this sector needs a lot of the electricity generated to fully operate 

their machines and increase productivity there by increasing economic development of the 

country. The non-availability of this electricity has led to underperformance which resulted to 

increased unemployment, poverty and other socioeconomic problems and retarding of 

developments. Dinkelma (2008) discovers that rural electrification reduces unemployment 

among the rural dwellers especially artisans including women who engaged in home made 

goods and services in South Africa. These studies are related to the community under study 

before the implementation of NDDC electrification projects, as the oil rich communities (Niger 

Delta Region) relied much on firewood and hurricane lamps as their sources of energy and 

hence development were retarded but with the electricity projects implemented by the 

commission, socioeconomic life came up and these positively boosted the development in these 

area. 

2. METHODOLOGY 

The study was done using mixed method and survey technique. Hence total of 400 

questionnaires were distributed to participants. Oral interview were conducted on 9 participants 

while 5 participants were interviewed on telephone. Out of the sample population of 400, men 

were 170 and female 128, 120 were between ages 25 and 39 while 113 participants fall within 

the ages of 40 and 59. This range is an active population range whose level of awareness of 
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projects impacts in their communities tends to be higher. Secondary data from related articles 

and publications were utilized and such authors are recognized accordingly. 

3. LISTS OF PROJECTS HANDLED BY NDDC IN IMOS STATE 2000 TO PRESENT 2013 

Below are the lists of projects awarded, executed or abandoned by NDDC in the host 

communities Imo State used by the researcher as his case study: 

Table 1.1 NDDC CONTRACTS AWARDED ON WATER FOR THE 3 COMMUNITIES (2001 – 2010) 

OHAJI/EGBEMA L.G.A OGUTA L.G.A OBOWO L.G.A 

 

   

Water project Mmahu  

Community. 

 Water project Abacheke 

Community. 

Water project Assa/Obile 

Community. 

Water Project in Obokofia 

community. 

Award of contract for the 

Ohuba water scheme. 

Award of contract for the 

Mbara – Umuorjo water 

scheme. 

Construction of Obogwe 

water works ( 30,000 

Gallons). 

Award of contract for the 

Abaezi water scheme. 

Award of contract for the 

Awara Ikwerede Water 

Scheme. 

Award of contract for the 

Elua / Nwari water scheme. 

Award of contract for the 

Obosima water scheme. 

Construction of Obiti water 

works  (25,000 Gallons). 

Award of contract for the 

extension of distribution 

Ohaji/Egbema local 

government headquarters 

water project.    

Award of contract for the 

water scheme rehabilitation 

for Ossemoto. 

Award of contract for the 

rehabilitation of Izombe 

water Scheme. 

Water project in EziOrsu 

community. 

Rehabilitation of Agwa 

water works (100,000 

Gallons). 

Rehabilitation of Awa 

water works (50,000 

Gallons). 

Award of contract for the 

rehabilitation of Oguta 

water scheme.   

 

No water project in Obowo 

Source: Compiled by the researcher from NDDC records (2001 – 2010) 
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Table 1.2 NDDC Contracts awarded on Roads in the three L.G.A (2001 – 2010) 

 

OHAJI/EGBEMA L.G.A    OGUTA L.G.A    

 OBOWO L.G.A   

Award of contract for the 

construction    

of Izombe – Agwa – 

Obokofia road 

 (21.0 km).  

Contract awarded for the 

construction of Mmahu ring 

road/drainage project.  

Contract for the construction 

of Abacheke ring road and 

drainage  (phase1).  

Contract for the construction 

of Abacheke ring road and 

drainage  

( phase1).  

Contract for the construction 

of Izombe internal road 

/drainage (phase1). 

Construction of Ogene road. 

Constrcution of Ogbuide 

road drainage. 

Okwuosa – Ameshi road 

project. 

Award of contract for the 

construction of Umulogho – 

Okwuohia – Isinweke road 

(9.9 km). 

Award for the construction of 

Amaalia – Umuekwele – 

Umuosochie – Nwokeisiama 

Road. 

Contract for the construction 

of Umuariam – Achara – 

Avutu road. 

Construction of Umulogho 

Obowo internal road. 

 

Source: Compiled by the researcher from NDDC records (2001 – 2010) 
Table 1.3 NDDC CONTRACTS ON ELECTRICITY AWARDED IN THE 3 LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

UNDER STUDY 

OHAJI/EGBEMA OGUTA  OBOWO 

   

 

Contract for the Obokofia 

electrification project. 

Award of contract for the 

electrification of Obitti. 

Award of contract for the 

electrification of 

AwaraIkwerede. 

Award of contract for the 

Electrification of Umudike 

11and Etekwuru 11. 

Award of contract for the 

Asa/Obile electricity project. 

Award of contract for the LT 

electrification project at 

Abacheke / provision of 

transformer Abaezi. 

Improvement for power supply 

at Ukwugba, Mgbara 

11,Umuorji 11,Ekugba 11 and 

the rehabilitation of existing 

high tension line fromUkwugba 

through Obokofia 11 to 

Etekwuru 11. 

Award of contract for the 

electrification of UworieAgwu.  

Award of contract for the LT 

distribution and provision of 

transformers at Oguta main 

town. 

Award of contract for the 

electrification of Awa Akabo. 

Award of contract for the LT 

distribution and provision of 

transformers at Egwe. 

Award of contract for the 

Abiaziemelectrificaty project. 

 

 

 

 

Award of contract for the 

OkwohiaObowo Electricity 

project. 

 

Source: Compiled by the researcher from NDDC records (2001 – 2010) 
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Table 1.4 Niger Delta Development Commission: Directorate of Project Monitoring and Supervision (DPMS). 

Analysis Report of Project Status as at August 18, 2010 (Inclusive of the newly awarded 2010 projects). 

Total NDDC Projects in Imo State ( for all sectors) 2001 - 2010. 

 

PROJECT 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008   2009     2010    

TOTAL 

BUILDING  41  92 1 3                                             

138 

CANALISATION                       1                            

1 

ELECTRIFICATION  4 5 16                                 4             

29 

FLOOD CONTROL                        1                           

1 

ROAD  2  6   2 1              11         21          

43 

SOLAR WATER      15                                 6            

21 

WATER  5  25                                                 

30 

SUB-TOTAL  52 5 140 1 18 2 1             13          31          

263 

Source: Compiled by the researcher from NDDC records (2001 – 2010) 
Table 1.5 Analysis of NDDC Projects in Imo State and their status, showing the terminated, not started stalled 

and ongoing projects as at August 18, 2010. 

No. of Terminated  No. of projects  No. of Stalled  Ongoing projects 

Projects not started Projects  

Building = 2  

Electricity = 1. 

Road =  21 

Solar Water = 6 

Electricity = 4 

Building = 4 

Road = 3 

Electricity = 3 

Solar Water = 1 

Water = 1 

Building = 48 

Canalisation = 1 

Electrical = 11 

Flood control =1  

Road = 14 

Solar Water = 5 

Water = 13. 

    

Total = 3  Total = 31 Total = 12 Total = 93 

Sources: Compiled from NDDC publication; The Capitol, Volume 4 Number 5 (2010). 

Table 1.6 All NDDC projects in Imo State as at August 18, 2010 showing the Completed and 

not commissioned the Commissionable, the Commissioned and finally the Completed. 

Completed, not 

commissioned (CN) 

Commissionable 

(CC) 

Commissioned 

(CM) 

Completed ( CN + 

CC + CM) 

    

Electrification = 1 

 

 

 

 

Total = 1 

Building = 54 

Electrification = 8 

Road = 4 

Solar Water = 9 

Water = 13 

Total = 88 

Building = 30  

Electrification = 1 

Road = 1 

Water = 3 

 

Total = 35 

Building = 84 

Electrification = 10 

Road = 5 

Solar Water = 9 

Water = 16 

Total = 124 

Sources: Compiled from NDDC publication; The Capitol, Volume 4 Number 5 (2010). 
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4. FINDINGS 

The tables above show the list of projects handled by NDDC in the various communities both 

abandoned, ongoing and completed. Looking at the list, one would have no doubt that the 

Commission has actually impacted meaningfully on the socio economic life of the people 

despite the fact that many of the projects are abandoned. It was discovered that many of the 

road and water projects especially in Ohaji/Egbema and Oguta communities have been 

completed while some were undergoing construction as at the time of survey. The 

electrification projects in Oguta are effective while those of Ohaji/Egbema have not been so 

effective. Despite the complaint of the participants, some places in Ohaji/Egbema still enjoy 

electricity. These projects were visited by the researcher despite the high risk of such visits as 

the militant youths were really hostile during the data collection.  

The site visitation by the researcher shows that Obowo communities were not lucky as they 

complained and the researcher witnessed that the major road contracts by the commission 

were abandoned since 2010 and it is causing a lot of problems and gully erosion is taking 

over some locations making passage very difficult for cars in some communities especially 

the Alike – Umuosochie – Umulogho road, Isinweke- Okwuohia – Umulogho road. Pictures 

taken on these sites were very pitiable as the Okwuohai – Umulogho communities can no 

longer communicate by road as a result of the abandoned NDDC Bridge connecting the two 

communities. The only electrification project in Okwuohia Obowo was also abandoned. 

These abandoned projects have created a very big negative socioeconomic impacts on these 

communities. However, the few road projects completed there is having positive impact but 

impacts on roads are more meaningful and pronounced if the stretch of the road is completed 

and not where two kilometer of a five kilometer road is done, the uncompleted part of the 

road offsets the good impact of the completed part. The perception of the socio economic 

impact of these projects are also viewed differently by the residents as some perceive the 

impact in a minimal level while others saw it to be of great significance and this is in line 

with Hastings and Cawley (1980) in their study in Mississippi River United States; “Contrary 

to much of the anecdotal and research literature, it was found that the development of power 

plants, regardless of their size or fuel base, had a largely salutary effect on the local 

community. Overall, only 7% of the respondents reported negative or undesirable impacts 

stemming from power plant development. Thus, while there were impacts engendered by the 

local siting of a power plant (an average of only 18% reported “no effect”), these impacts 

were viewed as being overwhelmingly positive”. Generally the provision of paved roads have 

affected the building patterns of these communities. It is now possible for heavy trucks to 

bring in building materials like laterites, cement and rods and hence modern houses with 

good architectural patterns are springing up in these communities as few of the elites and rich 

could start good structures in their family homes unlike the former idea of building modern 

houses in the town where they had access to infrastructures. Education and health also 

enjoyed a boost as access to them increased as a result of these projects, doctors and other 

health personnel could now afford to live in such communities since there are basic facilities. 

The communities under study complained of the nonpayment of compensation for the 

destruction of their economic crops as a result of these projects. This nonpayment of 

compensation affected their living pattern seriously as those whose crops and farmland were 

used for these projects lost their means of livelihood considering the fact that majority of the 

inhabitants are subsistence farmers. This posed a serious negative socio economic impact of 

the projects.   
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5. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

From the list of projects listed above in the various communities, one would no doubt agree 

that these projects completed are having great impact on the communities and the list of 

abandoned and ongoing projects would enhance the socio - economic and environmental life 

of the people in these communities. The author then concluded that many of the completed 

projects are impacting meaningfully on the socio economic life of the people as supported in 

the literatures of (Khandker et al 2009, Fouquet and Pearson 2006, Oraboune, 2008, Warr 

2005 and 2007, Purcell 2005, Worku 2011). The non-completed and abandoned ones are 

however are creating negative impacts and call for the urgent attention of the commission in 

ensuring their completion. The impacts were also explained in the type of modern houses, 

and facilities springing up in the communities. Health centers were now built by the 

commission in these communities as there are roads for easier movement of facilities. The 

boreholes supplying water to the communities have reduced water related diseases as they 

have been found to be of good quality and this is in line with the findings of Akpoborie and 

Ehwarimo (2012). Mobility was improved as tricycle popularly called “keke na pep” were 

seen in most routes to supplement the  commercial motorcycles, the buses as means of 

transportation of persons, goods and services. Mini construction industries were seen 

operating as they could now use electricity to do their constructions whenever there is 

electricity supply, more especially welders, electricians etc.  This study recommends that 

Government and NDDC should ensure the completion of these projects since they are 

positively impacting on the life of the people. Contractors who abandoned their projects 

should be forced to get back to site and complete them or face legal actions including black 

listing them. Also the Government and the Commission should look into the fund allocation 

to the Commission and strengthen the accountability procedures and ensure prompt payment 

of contractors as well as check misappropriation and mismanagement of the resources. 
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