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ABSTRACT 

The multidimensional corruption, disenchantment and social discontent bothering the people of 

Somaliland are deeply discouraging. It grieves many of Somaliland citizens and breaks their 

hope. After all the efforts invested by Somaliland people to stabilize and develop in every sector 

of their social life without the engagement of the international community, it is distressing to 

observe in the last four and half years, the resurrection of the tribalism which faded pre-2010, 

pervasive corruption, disharmony among the state institutions, nepotism, favoritism, and 

arbitrary detention and abduction of the media, the latter is regarded as the sole actor that 

elevated Mr. Silanyo to the state power. More painful is that these unpleasant practices are 

taking place under the leadership and auspices of Silanyo, a veteran who survived within the 

Somalia’s successive regimes and the contemporary Somaliland as well. Despite great concerns 

and public crying demanding to tackle and end this menace and malaise, the ‘corruption’, 

human rights violations and maladministration which is indeed a crime not only against the 

development, but also hampers the economic, political and social stability of the Somaliland 

citizens. On the other hand, the role of Silanyo who has the ultimate decision to end this scourge 

has remained missing or has never said a mumbling word. This study is therefore, shedding light 

on the costs of the Silanyo election as a President and explains how the citizens who were 

initially enthusiastic about electing him in the 2010 national election, their euphoria and 

exhilaration dissipated and later decayed as many felt that Silanyo increasingly marginalized the 

educated elites and intellectuals in Government and other organs of the state to serve the nation. 

The study suggests immediate and lasting solutions and put maximum efforts to end these 

heartbreaking practices which have an adversary impact on the Somaliland socioeconomic and 

political stability in the long-term.    

Keywords: corruption, nepotism, nostalgic, leadership, Somaliland, social justice, governance, crisis, 

naive, inept  

1. INTRODUCTION 

Since the establishment of modern states in Africa in the 1950s, the institutions that it was hoped 

would grow into and form the core of a future African state have faded, while the euphoria of the 

citizens at large has quickly dissipated and changed into disenchantment, thus, produced 

discontent and unviable state–society relationships which shaped the future of the state in Africa. 

This early derailment appears to be one of the most distressing results of the Africa’s 

independence, which fabricated the unexpected future political conflicts. Twelve of the forty-

seven new African states in the 1950s and the 1960s, including the Congo, the Sudan and among 

others, have been crippled by political instability and civil wars (Thomas, 1991; Richard, 1999; 

Jeffrey, 2000; Lawrence, 2007; Paul, 2008).  
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At this time, there are conflicts, civil strife, and persistent fragile and failed states that still 

happening in some parts of the continent.  For instance, the Darfur region of Sudan, Northern 

Nigeria, Eastern Congo, Mali, Libya, the Central African Republic, Somalia and South Sudan are 

the most recent examples of places where Africans engage in violent conflict over fundamental 

issues of human survival and progress. This indicates that the states of Africa are facing a 

number of critical challenges, namely political instability in the form of civil wars, ethnic strife, 

and conflicts over values attached to the human survival, mass starvation, the endemic diseases 

such as the malaria, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and the most recent scourge, the Ebola, and water 

vulnerability (Ibrahim, 2008). This clearly shows the level of human misery and discontent in the 

African continent and describes the real condition that Africa has been remaining over the past 

fifty years, beginning with the first waves of independence from the colonial rule in the 1950s till 

present times.  

The root causes of the troubled post-independence African states appear not only to be the 

emergence of the modern African states as a colonial product followed by strong colonial 

influence, unequal terms between the African independent states on one hand, and the colonial 

powers on the other, its subsequent evolution, which deepened the asymmetrical relations 

between the two that forged dependence relations for the decades to come and made the outcome 

uncertain. But, the African leaders should be blamed also for being responsible the instability, 

chronic economic troubles, environmental risks and shocks, and the frequent state collapse that 

has been the character of the continent (Nasir, 2014a; Wangari, 2009; Antony, 2008). The 

leaders of Africa by and large failed to meet the needs and expectations of their citizens, most of 

these leaders if not all, introduced a one-party authoritarian rules, and have betrayed the euphoria 

and the exhilaration of their fellow citizens and finally dissipated as many citizens felt that their 

independence doesn’t bring any substantial change and difference from the colonial powers 

(Nasir, 2014a; Wangari, 2009). Therefore, the frequent failures of the African states 

economically, politically and socially emanate from an absence of committed leadership with a 

national plan and strategy. The argument advanced here is that the struggle among the political 

elites over the nature of the state made the state formation or state building unfinished project in 

some of the states in Africa, while others such as South Africa, Botswana, Mauritius, and 

Namibia succeeded to some extent. This kind of leadership undermines the laws of the state, 

demotes the sense of collective ownership and finally produces weak and fragile institutional 

framework which in return leads the state institutions to fall apart. 

One of the most heartbreaking sources of political, social and economic crisis in Somaliland is a 

weak leadership style with the presence of fragile governance institutions in a volatile region. 

Somaliland has been experiencing violent political, economic, and social instability since the 

election of Silanyo as a President in June, 2010. Non-state reckless actors in the form of business 

lords and religious clerics engulfed in the decision-making circles of the state, while other 

vicious actors gained shelter and safe haven and become increasingly prevalent as the state 

decision-making has fallen as a victim of influential different and diverse vicious cycles of 

actors. The present Somaliland after many years of promising stability experiences intense 

competing internal interests that engage in reshaping the Somaliland’s state structure. This fierce 

competition, both from within the government and its outside has individual and collective 

dimensions.  
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This study is not the first, and will not be the last, it is the continuation of the paper “Somaliland: 

Curbing Corruption and the Quest for Effective Governance” published in 2014. It aims to bring 

to the public attention the trends of corruption acts and maladministration taking place in 

Somaliland widely since 2010 when Silanyo who survived within the Somalia’s successive 

regimes and the Somaliland as well came to the power. The study discovers the actors that 

engage this crime against the state and development, not only from the government officials, but 

also beyond. The study aims to suggest urgent interventions that need intentionally to be 

included all sectors of the society. The study seeks ways forward strategies that aim to curb the 

underlying corruption trends and maladministration patterns that are fabricated by the current 

regime who installed vicious clusters within the state system that need to be apprehended. 

2. SILANYO LEADERSHIP: EVIDENCE FROM FOUR AND HALF YEARS RULE 

The factors that influence the African states are not limited to external factors, but there are 

many. The idea that the leadership style of the Africans is largely responsible for Africa’s 

economic, political, and social troubles is not new. The performance of the post-colonial states 

have been mired by military coups and one-party dictatorships characterized most of the first 

[three] decades of independence from colonial rule and their changing foreign strategies and 

alliances from the capitalist camp to the socialist, and the other way round  (Makau, 1995). This 

form of governance and practice forged future state crisis in Africa and generated waves of 

suspicion and misunderstanding between the state and the state leaders on one hand, and the 

society in Africa on the other. This appears to be that the poor influence of the state in Africa 

today is a legacy of weak leadership style which criminalized the concept of state in Africa. 

Therefore, the opposition of the state by the African societies, the war as a form of opposition to 

the state, democratization which is contrary to the culture and indigenous African institutions and 

way of life (Shaheen, 1987; Dickson, 1996; Tie’bile’, 2008), seems to be the center of the fading 

confidence between the society and the state relations in Africa.  

One of the prime assets of any organization, including the state is the leadership quality with 

particular emphasis the Head of States and the other top officials. State leaders are responsible 

for creating a system that sets the guiding principles with governance structures that could serve 

in the interests of the state and the citizens combined. It has been four and half years since 

Silanyo has come to the power by election, which was one of the crucial milestones of the 

Somaliland infant democracy and its very democratization processes. Since then, a number of 

challenges have been facing Silanyo regime which made his leadership weak and fragile and 

later appeared in the public faces and led the citizens’ discontent and disenchantment. These 

challenges, mostly come from within his system include: naive internal actors with various forms 

who exploit and manipulate the state power, and barefacedly commercialized the state 

institutions which put political, economic, and social burdens on the citizens, and thus, made 

them suffer more than any regime else that ruled Somaliland as they suffered throughout the 

Silanyo rule
1
.  

                                                           
1 The Somaliland citizens regardless of clan affiliation or region are suffering from widespread inflation and the rising price of 

the substantial items such as the food which is necessary for the survival of the human beings, fuel, and shortage of clean water, 

among others. Though these elements existed long before the emergence of Silanyo as a President in 2010, it is deteriorating 

because of the weaknesses present in the state system and lack of experience and knowledge in running state affairs in particular 

those engage in high government positions which exacerbated the situation  



Asian Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences (AJHSS) 
Volume 3, Issue—2, May, 2015  

ISSN: 2320-9720  

www.ajhss.org                                                                                                                                                             58 

 

The most important point to note is that those engulfed in the decision-making circles of 

Somaliland is the product of the weak leadership style of the Silanyo rule and benefited his 

weaknesses on the one hand, and loopholes in the state system on the other. Nevertheless, 

Silanyo’s election has dissipated the euphoria and exhilaration of the public at large and led into 

disenchantment and misery. His election did not bring and encourage freedom of speech and 

expression, but derailed and distorted it. The aspiration of independent media, flourishing 

political democratic system of governance as well as culture of tolerance and compromise also 

decayed and later declined. The fading euphoria of the Somaliland citizens lies essentially in the 

direction to which the elected Silanyo regime took the state soon after resuming the power in 

which one may regard it as the source of the Somaliland’s bad governance and corruption 

practices. This regime without reservation should be characterized as the most corrupted system 

ever witnessed by contemporary Somaliland history. Not only betraying the euphoria of the 

public, but also cornered and isolated his political party, the KULMIYE, instead, allied with 

post-election political colleagues and cliques
2
. Interestingly, Silanyo and the Party leadership 

engaged in a war that led the President and his close aides fight ferociously against the Party 

leadership to the extent the naive aides torn the posters of the Party leadership posted on street 

billboards or on vehicles. Surprisingly, Silanyo is the only leader in the recorded Somali 

contemporary history that was and still at war with his own party which elevated him to the state 

power. 

Therefore, the Somaliland leader, Silanyo, has many contradicting characters at the same time 

confusing the public at large. I am critical as many citizens are both in and outside the state who 

doesn’t believe that Silanyo is against a practice of any form of corruption being administrative 

or political. If he is personally free from corruption, he cannot escape the strong allegations that 

label his family as the epicenter if not the source of the corruption. It is common in any regime in 

the developing world ruled by the close and extended families, the practices of widespread 

corruption, nepotism and favoritism to be pervasive. Furthermore, most Silanyo colleagues in the 

system if not all, introduced versions of policies by installing their clan members or clan 

affiliates, close and extended families, and friends in the state system and empowered them to 

manipulate the state power and exploit the state resources
3
. To come close to the point, while 

some may describe Silanyo as an ailing figure hostage to the interests of vicious cycles who 

engulfed the state’s decision-making circles, others label him as a greedy by nature who installed 

his family, extended families, and friends into the state system to plunder the already scarce state 

                                                           
2 Soon after the celebration of the election victory, unprecedented elements came into being. Interestingly, the elected president 

within matter of days shifted his strategy from the Party to unknown alliances emerged later. Honestly speaking, the most if not 

all the political, economic, and social crisis that Silanyo regime experiences has a link to the political mistakes he committed 

which dates back in 2010 when he separated the Government from the Party to diminish the Party influence and isolated them 

from the state politics 
3 Silanyo has introduced a new version of policies by installing his close and extended families, and friends within the state 

system and empowered them to manipulate the state power and exploit the already scarce resources. This can be  observed from 

Silanyo’s practices in regards to the nomination of the high government positions, project awards, hiring or firing, to name a few. 

For instance, the major projects awarded to the Somaliland citizens were given to individuals associated with the President’s clan. 

If he is not aware what is going on the ground is another issue, but it will not be an excuse not to criticize and condemn. Those 

projects include: a) the reconstruction of the Hargeisa Airport which has finally collapsed due to massive allegations of grand 

corruption acts, the Somaliland E-Passports, Oil Protection Unit, the Genel Energy, among others were given to particular 

individuals 
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resources and opportunities
4
 which quadrupled the phobia and the suspicion among the state 

citizens, thus, delegitimized the trust between the state institutions and the citizens.  

3. THE COST OF SILANYO ELECTION 

3.1 The Political Cost 

In an apparent form of analysis, much of the Somaliland’s political instability has an internal root 

cause. One of the fundamental factors that play a significant role in undermining the institutions 

that are expected to nurture peace, progress and in return lead to societal development and 

prosperity the entire state are those who have economic interests present both in the state system 

and its outside. These practices fabricated unequal development within the Somaliland state, 

pervasive poverty, both in the rural and the urban areas that pose potential threats to the survival 

of the Somaliland state. Furthering this point of argument, privatization of the state in the interest 

of particular individuals, exclusion of the citizens from beneficent and effective enjoyment of 

goods and services, massive land grabbing and terrorization of the state citizens for the sake of 

foreign companies, zero-sum politics of power which has various dimensions and led the 

empowerment of certain individuals and groups at the expenses of others, absolute monopoly of 

judicial, legislative, the executive and administrative positions by certain clans, absolute 

disregard to the constitutional rights and the rule of law, absolute  absence of meritocracy, 

accountability, transparency and positive political morality, and rampant comprehensive 

corruption are the source of many grievances expressed by Somaliland citizens since 2010. Not 

only those factors, but also violence and the manipulative tendencies of the local elite, lack of 

rational leaders to lead the nation, but citizens enjoy the mercy of corrupted elite mongering 

power, fraud and fake elections, disharmony among the state institutions, are also the major 

factors that crippled the Somaliland state which aspires to acquire de jure recognition from the 

outside world
5
. These factors negatively impact on the state and the society simultaneously, and 

should be regarded as an outcome of the weak leadership style and nepotism that emerged in 

post-2010 election period and the source of the economic and political dilemmas that faces 

Somaliland.   

The major curse of the Somaliland state is not only the election of Silanyo as a President in 2010 

who planted the seeds of future social crisis and political conflicts in the society, but partially it 

is from the Somaliland’s Houses of Parliaments whose responsibilities are to check and balance 

the practices of the Government or in other words the Executive Organ of the state. In 2014, in a 

published paper “Somaliland: Curbing Corruption and the Quest for Effective Governance” I 

have discussed comprehensively the “Unfortunate House”– the Somaliland House of 

                                                           
4 Silanyo has appointed key government positions to his clan members as ministers and trusted advisers, awarded the 

multimillion projects to his clan members to benefit it. These projects include: the reconstruction of the Hargeisa Airport, which 

has finally collapsed due to massive allegations of grand corruption acts. The data confirm that corruption in Silanyo’s regime 

nearly four and half years of his rule is more prevalent in regards to his predecessors with highly distorted policies 
5 Though there were strong oppositions against the separation of Somaliland from the rest of Somalia before Silanyo came to the 

power. On the other hand, many strong actors emerged opposing not only the existence of Somaliland as a state, but against the 

fluctuating and bad governance policies adopted by Silanyo, and most notably, emanating from his close aides. The most 

important events that need to be underlined are: Kalshale conflict, the establishment of the Khatumo and Awdal States, and the 

most recent, the defection of Sultan Wabar of Awdal who disappeared in the mountainous areas in the western Somaliland and 

pledged to wage a war against Silanyo following Silanyo’s defiance the complains of the Awdal elders who presented the 

President the grievances of the citizens at large 
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Representatives. This study has been discussing how the Parliament, which is an important 

institution which cuts across both vertical and horizontal accountability, has engaged the 

growing pockets of corruption (Nasir, 2014b). Among those who plunder the public treasury are 

individuals from the House of Representatives who engaged grand-corruption in partnership with 

members from the executive branch who orchestrate the acts of corrupting the entire state. To 

make clear to the point, for instance, some legislators from the ruling party engaged in projects 

since 2010 ranging from printing the ballot papers, E-Passports, printing the government 

calendars’, government advertisement stickers, rehabilitating the fences of the government-

owned buildings, to name a few. 

In Africa, the consolidation of democracy and its role in the growth of an independent press in 

the continent is an important context for this analysis. Until recently, much of the African press 

was hostage to political interests who capsized the dream of a free press; while on the other hand, 

the already existing press is used by the governments as agents for propaganda (Henry & Jeffrey, 

1996; Richard, 2003; Minabere, 2008). Therefore, it seems obvious that an intimidated press is 

unlikely to command the trust of the general public and to be an effective actor of social change 

and reform. Indeed, the legacy of the decades-long rule of the Africa’s authoritarian regimes with 

single party systems who used to rule, suppress and even ban the birth of any kind of 

independent media except the state-run media hampered Africa’s freedom of speech.  In this 

situation, the manipulation of power and corruption in the political process lies at the heart of the 

Africa’s political maneuvers which made the independence of the press in danger or uncertain. 

On the other hand, African politics have tended to be contentious along ethnic divisions, with the 

contentiousness sometimes engendered and exploited for political reasons (Blaine, 1991; 

Michael & Nicolas, 1994; Henry & Jeffrey, 1996; Martin, 2006; Stefan, 2006). For this reason, 

when partisanship in the press mirrors such divisions, the media loses its potential to bridge 

social gulfs and inspire reforms (Kwame, 2004). In this regard, one may argue that, seeing a 

promising feature of the Africa’s democratization is subject to a free and independent press. 

So in essence, despite the fact that the rise and the expansion of the corruption and nepotism in 

Somaliland have increased since 2010, on the other hand the offense against the media is directly 

proportional to the other abuses and grave violations of human rights taking place the entire 

country. Media is one of the prime victims of the Silanyo’s unprecedented harassment against 

state citizens. In the four and half years rule of the Silanyo–Saylici Government, the media 

oppressions and detentions has not quadrupled, but moved beyond the imagination comparing to 

the eight year-rule of the Rayale regime and even the late Egal and Tuur administrations. 

Unfortunately, the clashes with media had focused attention yet again on the thriving democracy 

in Somaliland. Though the number of media detentions and harassments cannot be summed up in 

a paragraph, there are three major events that attracted both the local and international attention. 

The first was the temporary shut down and the airing off of the HCTV, a privately-owned TV, in 

early 2012 after it released footages about the country’s situation by reciting the last public 
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speech of the former President Dahir Rayale in July, 2010. The second was the close up and the 

subsequent arrest of the Hubaal newspaper manager and the editor-in-chief in alleging for 

providing a propaganda platform to opposition figures and suspicion creating editorial outlets 

against government officials as well as some foreign missions in Somaliland followed by an 

organized armed attack against the Hubaal officials, which the government has never shown an 

interest to investigate and bring those responsible to the justice (Nasir, 2013).And thirdly, the 

closure of the Haatuf and its sister the Somaliland Times and its subsequent arrest of its editor-

in-chief and the general manager
6
. 

In the contemporary history of Somaliland, the first established government in 1991 led by the 

late President Abdurrahman Ahmed Ali
7
, though is regarded as the midwife of the Somaliland 

non-state media; on the other hand it has detained or subjugated around five to ten journalists in 

a period of two years while the country was in a state of civil war and confrontation. During the 

Egal era, around twenty cases of arrest and arbitrary detention against the media were recorded; 

however, the media reached its peak and enjoyed relative freedom. In a similar manner, his 

successor, the Rayale, though he had a difficult relationship with the non-state media, on the 

other hand, his arrest and imprisonment of the media people was slightly higher than those 

committed by Egal regime. Nevertheless, the uneasy relations with the media eventually led the 

media to shift and serve as a propaganda chief for the opposition groups and helped in 

galvanizing the public.  

In this situation, the ruling KULMIYE
8
 has won the majority of the nationwide votes in the 2010 

election, because the private media supported him. Of all of these theses, Somaliland is revered 

as one of the few African countries, though it has not yet recognized by any country or 

international organization in which the multi-party elections led to the succession of the state 

power. Indeed, Silanyo’s massive electoral victory of 2010 and the smooth transition was hailed 

at that time as a vindication for the view that the media and the freedom of speech has taken root 

in Somaliland and regarded as the sole actor that elevated Mr. Silanyo to the state power
9
. 

Surprisingly, and according to the Somaliland Journalists Association (SOLJA), over 190 cases 

against the media is recorded post-2010 which makes the Silanyo’s regime the first that showed 

a zero-tolerance to the media in a history of twenty-four years. 

                                                           
6 In the four and half years of Silanyo rule a number of unprecedented events has happened, for instance, Silanyo who won the 

majority of the nationwide votes in the 2010 election, because of the private media support has detained the first female journalist 

in the Somaliland contemporary history. While the arbitrary detention and abduction of the media is still continuing 
7 He was one of the prominent and most renowned Somali diplomats post-independence Somali state. Served as a Somalia’s 

ambassador to Ethiopia, the Sudan, and the United Arab Emirates. He joined the Somali National Movement (SNM) mid-1980s, 

and was the 6th and the last Chairman of the Movement. He was the one who declared Somaliland’s separation from the rest of 

Somalia in the Grand Conference in Burao on 18th May, 1991; and served as the first President of the new Somaliland Republic, 

he died in London in 2003  
8 Former opposition political party in Somaliland before winning the presidential election conducted in the country on 26 June, 

2010 
9 The argument of the media people: During the election campaign, Silanyo repeatedly promised the media more privilege and 

demanded them to support and disseminate his propaganda against his rival and the ruling party, the UDUB, and the media did. 

But, according to the media people, the President has failed to materialize his promises after he won the office 
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The following figure (Fig.1) shows the number of arrests and detentions committed by 

successive regimes of Somaliland (1991–2014) 

 

Source: Somaliland Journalists Association (2014) 

Fundamentally, some think that democracy should tolerate all forms and types of speech 

(Raphael, 2001). In Somaliland, one can observe that the elected regime has recycled and even 

moved beyond the policies and practices of its predecessor by engaging harassment and 

arbitrarily detention of the journalists without a prior warrant from the concerned legal bodies, 

while the media euphoria is waning or totally dissipated
10

. Despite the Silanyo campaign, 

cosmetic and cathartic expressions and immeasurable pledges to do this and that if were elected. 

The harassment against the private media is still continuing. This practice is a challenge not only 

against the infant democracy and the freedom of speech and expression, but also against the 

flourishing peace and stability of that unrecognized nation in the Horn of Africa (Nasir, 2013). 

Indeed, the ban and the assault against the two local newspapers – the Haatuf and the Hubaal – 

and the subsequent closure of the papers’ bureaus as well as the detention of its’ chief editors and 

managers, and also the arrest of the first female journalists in the Somaliland history are clear 

indication that appears to show that democratically elected leaders in Africa are no less prone 

than those come to the power through forceful or coup d'état seeking to remain or retain office 

with what’s one may describe it as a widespread abuse and manipulation of power
11

.  

Though the media has shown a quantitative rapid increase in its various forms from 1991 to 

present. In many instances, there are a number of challenges that need to be addressed 

accordingly, include but not limited to the lack of professional ethics of the media people, lack of 

capacity building programs both from the media institutions and also from the government 

(Ibid). Therefore, the government is responsible for generating responsive and responsible 

                                                           
10 Such as the arbitrarily detention of the Waaheen News Paper editor-in-chief (2011), the Saxafi News Paper editor-in-chief 

(2012), the Hubaal (2013) and the Haatuf and its sister the Somaliland Times (2014), the constant threats and media violations 

from the Government officials against the private media 
11 It is the nature of the Africans to use excess power against their fellows’ citizens whether they came to the power by election or 

coup d'état 
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journalists to serve the nation. But, the Government’s Specialized Agency for the Media, the 

Ministry of Information which is the only governmental institution mandated to preserve, 

coordinate and control both the private and the public media institutions appears that it has failed 

to exercise and materialize its authority to direct the media which reflects its mandate. In this 

regard, there is in an urgent need for further institutional reforms and restructuring both the 

Ministry of Information and the media institutions.  

Being similar with many African dictatorial rules and figures, the democratization process of 

Somaliland has been slaughtered by Silanyo and later buried in the sands of the Presidential 

Palace in Hargeisa. In 2012, Silanyo regime has failed to hold a free and fair local election 

accompanied by transparent mechanisms to ensure public accountability. This election mired by 

fraud has led some parts in the state and even in the capital, Hargeisa; witness riots, unrest and 

confrontations between the supporters of the parties those rejected the election results and the 

police forces (Ibid, 2014b). As a result of this clash, a number of civilian people were killed by 

the police while others wounded without apprehending those committed such crimes against 

peaceful demonstrators expressing their grievances against the National Electoral Commission 

(NEC) infiltrated by influential elements from the Presidency. 

Nearly four and half years after the mass electoral victory that Mr. Silanyo came to the office, 

the key cleavages of Somaliland’s domestic political conflict and economic problems are not 

only unresolved, but still remain unresolvable
12

. The practices that ended the Rayale rule and led 

him to lose the power against his rival are still practiced by the incumbent regime
13

. It is not a 

surprise to raise a question that could seems as critical if not aggressive: why Silanyo has spent 

eight years as an opposition figure against a regime less corruption and nepotism than his system, 

while recycling the most publicly criticized policies of his predecessor, such as the Berbera Port 

question, the press freedom and expression, restrictions on peaceful demonstrations, injustice 

within the state judicial system accompanied by the lack of independent judiciary organ, 

deterioration of security, among others. In addition, empowering tribal politics and clan cult as 

well as undermining the application of laws which further complicated the situation than 

expected.  

There is no question that Somaliland is in a serious trouble; indeed, one of the most important 

sources of the problem is the decline of the trust between the state institutions and the citizens at 

large. This could be linked to the Government’s failure to abide its pledges during the campaign, 

consult and convince the society at the grassroots with far-reaching guiding principles and 

strategies which are crucial elements for the state survival. Undoubtedly, the major problems 

faced the post-1991 Somaliland state was and still remains the absence of strategies aimed at 

improving the performance of the basic government institutions and functions due to the fragility 

of the state in terms of policies, governance and security. Thus, the establishment of viable 

governance institutions with committed leaders, remains the most fundamental approach that can 

                                                           
12 The situation that the eastern regions are remaining which is neither at peace nor at war, the new security trend that emerged in 

the Awdal region are clear indication how Silanyo failed to convince those who are expressing grievances against his rule 
13 Such as the arbitrarily detention of the media, abduction of the politicians without a prior warrant from the concerned legal 

bodies as well as ordinary citizens who aggressively face serious challenges against both the government officials and the 

security forces   
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overcome the most critical challenges that face Somaliland state which still strives to attain de 

jure recognition from the outside world
14

. 

Without exaggeration, African state leaders are, by and large, responsible the fragility of the 

states, both in political and economic and can be regarded as the major source of the Africa’s 

fragile state of affairs (Nasir, 2014a). With this in mind, its leaders have much in common; 

indeed, one-man rule in the continent always neither seeks the solution of its problems by 

reforming or transforming the state structures nor adopts better policies, instead sacks or 

reassigns individuals from one position to another which deepened the divisions and 

asymmetrical relations among the citizens. In Somaliland, for instance, Silanyo came to the 

power in 2010, it is a surprise; two-thirds of his first cabinet members were dismissed without 

clarifying or justifying the reasons, while others were reassigned to other positions. In many 

respects, one can never exclude from this political calamity the question of loyalty which leads 

many officials lost their posts. This, however, clearly unveils the irrationality not only the 

Somaliland politicians, but also the entire Somalis.  

The following figure (Fig. 2) shows the number of top state officials, which Silanyo dismissed 

since 2010 in clan distribution 

 

Source: Dismissal Decrees from the Presidential Palace since 2010 

To summarize the argument, so far there is no simple or single factor that can be regarded as the 

cause of the Somaliland’s state fragility. Nevertheless, one my precise it into a number of factors, 

including but not limited to: a) weak governance institutions and leadership style aggravated by a 

quest for power and the greedy nature of the Somaliland leaders both those want to retain or 

remain power or those want to replace them. b) the politics of exclusion and misrepresentation 

adopted by the current leader is another factor that has a negative impact on the state. This is a 

                                                           
14 The Somaliland officials at national, regional and local levels have never realized the existence of any form of corruption acts 

and its negative impact on the state’s survival if not addressed properly and urgently. They will tell you that ‘there is nothing 

wrong with Somaliland’ 
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serious challenge against robust institutions to emerge not only to provide basic services to the 

citizens at large or sustain their livelihoods, but also to promote the exhilaration of the public, 

thus legitimize the state institutions and later bridge the citizens’ trust of the state governance 

institutions, and hence produce lasting sustainability and viability in the long-term.  

The following figure (Fig. 3) shows the clan distribution in high government positions in 

particular the executive, the judiciary, and the armed forces which mostly appointed by the State 

President, in particular, the ministers, deputy ministers, the judiciary, and the armed forces. The 

clans shown in the figure are not the only clans those live in Somaliland, but there are others who 

are not appearing in the figure. 

 

Source: Appointment Decrees from the Presidential Palace since 2010 

3.2 The Economic Cost 

Since July, 2010; there were growing pockets of corruption which remained the major if not the 

sole challenge against the concept of development and a scourge that threatens the hopes and 

aspirations of the public at large. It would be fair to say that Somaliland is in the midst of a 

multidimensional economic crisis and it descends into an economic chaos. The crisis that is 

affecting the state is by far the most threatening in the future, because it is likely to undermine 

the foundations of the state economy
15

. In an apparent form of explanation, the state as it exists 

in Somaliland today is a neopatrimonial state that emerged in Africa post-independence, for 

instance Zaire, known then, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (Michael & Nicolas, 1994; 

Francis, 2004; Asongazoh, 2010). This form of state rule has served as the source of the Zaire’s 

protracted conflicts and crises, distrust and discontent among the Congolese citizens that rocked 

                                                           
15 The Government without scientific studies sells the state assets, such as the Hargeisa Power House, Government-owned 

buildings, while on the other hand, gives Government-owned houses to certain ministers who are in-charge of preserving the 

national assets, but used it for their own purposes. Sooner or later they will face corruption charges 
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the state since its independence. In the African context, the Lenin argument seems valid to 

mention as it illustrates that the state is a political instrument, a machine for maintaining the rule 

of one class over another which produces an antagonistic class society. To elaborate the point 

further, the Silanyo-led Government is above all a neopatrimonial form of government fabricated 

various interest groups with diverse forms exploiting the resources of the state, intimidating 

those who oppose their interests and ideas and terrorizing the citizens by using the Rapid 

Response Unit (RRU)
16

. 

The practices of the state officials with particular emphasis on the economy are a serious 

challenge against the concept of the state economy to flourish not only to generate the necessary 

revenues to run the state affairs. But, also to invest other potential sectors of the state resources, 

such as establish state-owned industries which could create job opportunities for the unemployed 

youth, among other viable projects which could be beneficial to both the state economy for the 

one hand, and improve the livelihoods of the state citizens at large for the other. Indeed, though 

the corruption is not new in the Somaliland history, most of the Somaliland citizens are excluded 

from the state opportunities after 2010, while the state resources exploitation by certain interest 

groups
17

 quadrupled and is extremely afflicting, for example, corruption is prevalent in the 

Silanyo-led Government and ranks it the top and perhaps the most corrupted government in the 

contemporary Somaliland, thus delegitimized the state institutions and produced further fragility 

and unviability.  

In December, 2014, one of the eight subcommittees of the Somaliland House of Representatives 

mandated to preserve and protect the public accounts and assets has released its long awaiting 

report, which alleged many government ministries and state-owned agencies on a wide range of 

corruption acts, maladministration, among other factors which hamper the state’s already 

worsening situation. Without doubt, Somaliland is still troubled by social injustices and 

oppressive characters of the Silanyo regime that is continued since 2010
18

. These in turn 

manufactured weak state institutions that neither served the interest of the citizens, nor produced 

institutions that could move the state on a path of development and prosperity. While the strong 

internal actors, for economic and political reasons seem to benefit from the changing patterns of 

the Somaliland politics and economy, who has not favored the establishment of functioning 

economic and political systems in Somaliland, instead, their involvement, continue to undermine 

Somaliland’s stability through the commercialization of the state institutions for accumulative 

purposes. The ill-fated Somaliland economic governance structures in post-2010 are the evil, if 

not the source of the evil which cripples the state economy. More specifically, the fragmented 

                                                           
16 A counter-terrorism police unit financed by the British Government to combat and dismantle the terrorist networks that may 

destabilize the region, instead, the Government of Somaliland awkwardly use it cracking down the innocent citizens 
17 There is a public anger against the current regime practices in regards to his injustice awards not only the development 

projects, but also giving the public assets to certain interest individuals associated with the regime, the most recent is the 

Berbera’s public demonstration who were against the privatization of the Berbera Power House by certain groups and figures 

loyal to the regime 
18 Such as the arbitrarily detention of the media, abduction of the politicians without a prior warrant from the concerned legal 

bodies as well as ordinary citizens who aggressively face serious challenges against both the government officials and the 

security forces in particular the Police Unit named Rapid Response Unit (RRU). Under the funding of the British Government, 

this Unit was intended as a counterterrorism unit. Unfortunately, the Somaliland Government uses this Unit to crackdown the 

innocent citizens. This undermines the aim, mission and mandate of the Unit. Thus, the responsibility rests on the shoulders of 

those who established at the same times finances with knowing how the Somaliland Government misuses the Unit and committed 

grave violations of human rights against innocent citizens  
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economic governance institutions never helped Somaliland, but led many economic 

infrastructures such as the Customs and other sources fall under the influence of corrupted 

figures that overwintered once Mohamed Hashi Elmi (Eng) was the Minister of Finance (2010–

2012)
19

.  

3.2.1 The Budget Rise since 2011: Is it Myth or Real?  

Politics and economy are two indispensable and interrelated key factors in the current world 

political system. It appears that each of these two factors is complementing one another. In the 

unrecognized Somaliland, the lack of healthy economic growth with development-oriented 

policy has taken a heavy toll in citizens’ misery and breaks their hope. Unfortunately, decisive 

and well-coordinated policy action has been absent that could help the stabilization of the 

country’s already declining economy (Nasir, 2014b). In more recent days, the Ministry of 

Finance without intention and critical calculations has announced a sharp increase of the national 

budget from 212 million in 2014 to 251 million in 2015. To secure this unrealistic budgetary 

projection, the Ministry increased the import and export tariffs rate against the U.S. Dollar and 

income taxes by ignoring other sources of revenues, which are potential and could quadruple the 

state revenues, thus, improve the livelihoods of the citizens at large. But, unfortunately, there is a 

lack of coherent, coordinated and well-targeted policies across the country that can collectively 

reduce the difficulties and burdens that face not only the State economy, but also challenges the 

State security, and adversely affect the citizens. Therefore, it is reasonable to raise a question 

which seems critical: where the rapid economic growth, increase or the so-called budget rise 

does come from? Is it from increasing the import and the export tariff rate and income taxes to 

suffer the citizens’ pockets and exacerbate their living conditions? Or it is a positive increase 

originated from the policies and strategies adopted by Silanyo Government?
20

 If the case is the 

latter, economic growth should have a positive impact on social service delivery, thus, where are 

the change and the role of the state in addressing these issues? Do we observe any improvement 

in the social sectors across the state to conform the claims of those on power? Without doubt, 

there are numerous critical and aggressive questions that still waiting acceptable responses from 

those who run the state and tirelessly propagate senseless and fabricated news items for their 

own political ends.  

Interestingly, the Silanyo regime repeatedly claims that the budget of the state was 47 million 

when they came to the power in 2010 and reached 251 million in 2015. Is it a viable argument or 

just it is a politicized figure with political motives behind? Whatever the argument and motives 

be, there are undeniable factors which helped the Silanyo regime increase revenues. This doesn’t 

mean that the paper authorizes the 251 million figures released by the Somaliland Ministry of 

Finance. Without doubt, at least three factors helped Silanyo regime earn more revenue than his 

predecessor, Dahir Rayale. The first point to note is that throughout the Rayale time, the 

                                                           
19 Mr. Elmi was one of the five individuals who founded the Somali National Movement (SNM) in London on April 6, 1981; a 

civil engineer, intellectual, nationalist, technocrat and dogmatic figure served as a Mayor of Hargeisa, the capital, and Minister of 

Trade and Industry respectively 
20 The increment of the national budget is myth due to a number of reasons: a) the projection of the budget is based on revenue 

sources mainly the customs and ignored other sources, and, b) the exchange rate which the government uses against dollar also is 

observable and there a huge difference between the market rate and the government rate which decreases the figures released by 

the government in regards to dollars. In addition, the foreign aid which is not under the control and management of the 

government were included 
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livestock, which dominates not only the Somaliland economy, but also the entire Somalis, was 

banned from the Middle Eastern markets. According to the Somaliland Ministry of National 

Planning and Development (2011) the livestock contributes to over 65 percent of the country’s 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and it constitutes the principal export of Somaliland to different 

markets in the Middle East, particularly Saudi Arabia and Yemen. In the late 2009, the ban was 

lifted by the Saudis and other Arab states
21

. In this regard, the Somaliland budget of 2010 which 

was the last budget prepared by Silanyo’s predecessor was not included the expected revenues 

from the livestock, except a limited number of livestock to particular destinations, especially 

Yemen markets. Therefore, Silanyo election coincided with the ban lifted by the Saudis, which 

helped the projection of the 2011 budget, this however, was the first budget prepared by Silanyo 

Government which reached over 80 million Dollars. For instance, in 2009 around 1,675,410 

livestock were exported to the Middle Eastern markets, while in 2010 around 2,747,120 livestock 

were exported to the previous destinations which showed a quantitative and rapid increase. 

Maintaining the increase, in 2011 around 3,332,918 of livestock were also exported to the same 

destinations. In this respect, the serial rise of the national budgets is directly proportional to the 

positive increases of the livestock export range, which without doubt, helped the rapid growth of 

the state’s earnings from the livestock export taxes since 2010. 

The second point to note is the smooth transition of power from one party to another which has 

attracted the attention of the international community and encouraged them to help Somaliland. 

This positive development which spearheaded by the Somaliland President at that time, Dahir 

Rayale Kahin deserves mention, and should be regarded as the major factor that forced the 

international actors allocate Somaliland separate development funds which are still continuing, 

for instance, the British Department for International Development, the DfID, and DANIDA for 

the Danish, and the Government of Somaliland jointly administer, the Somaliland Development 

Fund (SDF). SDF is a donor-led initiative which intended to invest the priority areas identified 

by the Somaliland Government with the supervision and auspices of the donors. The third factor 

that helped Silanyo-led regime increase its treasury is the Somaliland’s negotiation with Somalia, 

which was a foreign imposed agenda, in particular from the British, this also helped Somaliland 

secure funds from the donors in particular the funds allocated to rebuild the Somalia state from 

the ruins. Therefore, the sharp increase of the Government pockets, which the Silanyo-led 

Government publicly claims came into being without the efforts of those running the state post-

2010. This increase is because of the Saudis who lifted the ban and Dahir Rayale who conceded 

his defeat against his rival and without hesitation transferred the power peaceably, and the 

British who by any means necessary applied to oblige Silanyo attend the London Conference on 

Somalia in 2012 and commence direct negotiations with the Somalia Federal Government
22

. 

Being similar with many African institutions mismanaged by its politicians for political and 

economic ends, the Somaliland Ministry of Finance above all entertains fabricated and 

                                                           
21 The Saudis lifted the ban on November, 2009 while the budget of 2010 which was the last budget prepared by the Rayale 

regime were passed by the house. Therefore, the budget of 2010 was not included the expected revenues from the livestock sector 

which is the dominant and the source of the state revenue. Therefore, the sharp increase from 47 million to 84 million should be 

attributed to the ban lifted by the Saudis 
22 The ban lifted by the Saudis on the Somali livestock, the peaceful transfer of power from one party to another which was an 

extraordinary event in the region, Somaliland’s dialogue with Somalia brokered by the British Government, are the major factors 

that helped Silanyo Government secure more financial resources than its predecessor 



Asian Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences (AJHSS) 
Volume 3, Issue—2, May, 2015  

ISSN: 2320-9720  

www.ajhss.org                                                                                                                                                             69 

 

superficial budgets far from representing the real and the actual economy of this poor nation. 

One of the most disgusting factors which the Government in particular the Ministry of Finance 

wrongly uses or calculates is the exchange rate. In the Somaliland markets at large, the exchange 

rate of $ 1 against Somaliland Shillings ranges from 7,300 and sometimes mounts to 7,430 

Somaliland Shillings, while surprisingly the exchange rate, which the government uses, is 6,000 

Somaliland Shillings
23

. For instance, the National Budget of 2015 is estimated 1,507524,137,219 

Somaliland Shillings which equivalent to $ 251,254,023 according to the Government released 

budget. In realities this figure were exaggerated by the Ministry of Finance by using an exchange 

rate which is extremely lesser than the rate in the Somaliland money exchange markets. This 

kind of practice of an institution responsible for the state economy and treasury questions the 

credibility of the national institutions. Therefore, if the exchange rate of the market which 

determines the price of the Somaliland goods and services is applied, the figures released by the 

Somaliland Ministry of Finance will dramatically decrease and decline. For instance, exchanging 

1,507524,137,219 into the real rate will make it $ 202, 896, 922, and clearly unveils the 

hypocrite nature of the Somaliland politicians and the extent the corruption affected the  

institutions as the difference between the two rates extremely discovered a difference that 

amounts to $ 48, 357, 101. This evidence on the ground, indeed, questions the validity and 

reliability of the data presented to the public for one hand, and the extent those officials are 

concealed or misrepresenting the truth which in one way or another unveils the deceptive 

character of those who run the state. 

Without doubt, the matter is not increasing the budget from 47 million to 251 million Dollars. It 

is establishing functioning transparent and accountable financial system. In this regard, an 

effective financial structure with a budget of only 25 million or less is better and more efficient 

and beneficial than a nominal corruption-riddled system that accommodates over 250 million. 

The transparent and accountable system obliges the citizens, including the retail economy on the 

roadsides not only those in Somaliland, but also in everywhere else obey the rules and 

regulations of the state including paying taxes on time
24

. 

3.2.2 Why the State and Foreign Invested Projects Fail?  

The history of the project management goes back thousands of years and is often associated with 

the construction of the massive Egyptian Pyramids and the Great Wall of China. Not only those 

two huge projects, but there are many others inherited from the ancient human civilizations and 

its remnants are visible to the present in many parts of the world. But, these two projects were 

certainly large complex structures, built to high standards that have stood the test of time and 

must have required an enormous workforce. But with no documented evidence the management 

techniques used can only be based on assumption, however, these have extremely varied the 

current natures and magnitudes of the twenty-first century projects (Rory, 2003: 14). Without 

doubt, one of the key factors that help projects succeed is to identify and realize the real and the 

potential companies and corporates that smoothly and skillfully could implement the project and 

lead it to success, and at the same time knows who to work with, being directly involved actors 

                                                           
23 There is no well-functioning National Bank that regulates the exchange rates exacerbated by the liberalization of the country’s 

economy without prior draft of the regulating policies. This liberalization put on burden the weak poor section of the society   
24 Though Somaliland has demonstrated the ability to be self-supporting so that it may provide services acceptable to all citizens, 

much work remains to be done, include: establishing viable tax administration system which is essential in curbing the corruption 

plus building the capacity of the state institutions 
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or supportive ones, while the realization of both internal and external stakeholders should also 

play their deserved and respected role. In fact, projects are run by people, performed by people 

and made for people (Rory & Steve, 2007). It is, therefore, essential to award projects to those 

who have the skill and profession regardless of ethnic and clan affiliation, group or race. This 

will make the project successful and determine who should manage, implement and involve in 

the project, thus satisfy the needs and expectations of the citizens’ at large.  

Being similar with many African states riddled by corruption acts in the form of nepotism and 

favoritism deeply rooted in the hearts and minds of the African leaders. Both the state and 

foreign invested projects released since 2010 are benefited by individuals largely appealing to 

the Silanyo’s clan and other organized interest groups who awkwardly abducted the laws of the 

state. This raises many concerns and demands a critical scrutiny and analysis regarding how and 

who were awarded the projects and why? In which conditions and procedures were selected to 

these contractors? And where is the role of the Somaliland National Tender Board, which is 

officially responsible to release bids and select to anyone satisfied the conditions and qualifies to 

carry out any project effectively and efficiently. For instance, Tekle Berhan Ambaye, an 

Ethiopian well-known construction company was awarded the construction of the Berbera 

Airport Terminal at a total cost of $ 4.5 million, which is part of the $ 15 million donated by the 

Kuwait Fund to improve the infrastructures of the Somaliland airports. This company from 

Ethiopia with the help and support of a locally-owned company should be regarded it as the only 

company that proved the capacity and technology to implement a project ever implemented by a 

foreign company in Somaliland since 1991. 

Surprisingly, the Hargeisa Airport Runway Construction Phase I & II were awarded to a newly 

established firm, and without a prior experience in this sector a total cost of $ 9.5 million were 

awarded, Oil Protection Unit were also given to Saladin Security Ltd in a total amount of $ 6 

million though other sources state $ 7 million. Moreover, Genel Energy Security and Logistical 

Services were also given to certain individuals who benefited it and later failed to secure and 

satisfy the company which finally led it withdraws from Somaliland. All these projects except 

Tekle Berhan Ambaye are exclusively awarded to the president’s clan members, this raises many 

critical questions against Silanyo’s political account who repeatedly riddled with the eradication 

of the corruption and maladministration, but accelerated and encouraged it. Similarly, the 

Somaliland National Tender Board, which is dysfunctional and nominal, should be regarded as 

the epicenter and the source of corruption, due to its failure to serve as a neutral state-owned 

agency; instead, it facilitates the procedure and the process to those who want to benefit the state 

resources and public properties.    

Not only the Hargeisa Airport Runway Construction Phase I & II contractor, the Saladin Security 

Ltd, and the Genel Energy Security and Logistical Services, but, Sahal Tech, a newly founded 

firm was awarded to conduct the Civil Registration project in a total cost of $ 2.6 million though 

other sources mention much higher than that amount. This newly formed company comprises an 

interest group belonging to different figures mainly appealing to two major clans. Not different 

from the Civil Registration, the Radio Hargeisa Transmitter was contracted also to another 

interest group in a total amount of $ 1.6 million. Moreover, Somaliland E-Passport was awarded 

to another interest group mainly consisting members of the Lower House of the Parliament 
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largely appealing to the president’s clan in a total amount of $ 2.6 million which were included 

in the 2013, 2014, and 2015 national budgets.  

Figure (Fig. 4) the unjust distribution of the projects since 2010 and shows those benefited the projects   

 

Without exaggeration, except the Tekle Berhan Ambaye, the other projects have collapsed or on 

the verge to collapse. For instance, the reconstruction of the Hargeisa Airport Runway in a total 

cost of $ 4.5 million in the first phase has collapsed as the runway surface resistances determined 

by the density fail accommodate the Boeing 737aircrafts, a short- to medium-range twinjet 

narrow-body airliner. Indeed, there are certain procedures that guide building runways in contrast 

to the urban-asphalt roads mainly to merge the aircraft tires pressure and the ground surface to 

minimize uncontrolled incident. There are two main factors which explicitly made the outcome 

uncertain and implicitly managed by certain individuals, these are:  a) the Haregisa runway 

reconstruction was contracted to a firm engages in neither runways constructions nor any other 

related works; and, b) presence of massive allegations of grand corruption acts affected the 

project.  

Not only the Hargeisa Airport, but also the Radio Hargeisa which is the only state-owned radio 

and has never reached in and outside the boundaries of the state until recently have finally 

collapsed. With many efforts from the Somaliland Ministry of Information, the transmitter is still 

not functional and there is a question on the quality and capacity of the apparatuses and 

installations imported. In addition, the Somaliland Passport, though a huge amount of money was 

allocated to transform it to E-Passport, the quality of the current E-Passports issued by the 

Somaliland Immigration Authority are far from the standard and abjectly shows to the extent that 

Somaliland state institutions were penetrated by individuals and interest groups who riddled with 
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corruption and mongering to exploit public resources. Without defaming anybody or institution, 

the Somalia’s fledging Government E-Passport is much sophisticated, attractive, genuine, and 

even close to the internationally accepted standard compared to the Somaliland’s newly 

introduced passport. In addition, mismanagement and corruption of the funds that allocated to 

maintain the security of the Genel Energy has finally precipitated the company’s withdrawal 

from Somaliland which defamed the two decades promising stability and image of Somaliland. 

These are not the only projects which were released by Silanyo-led regime, but, without doubt, 

there are many others which fell under the management and influence of different and diverse 

interest groups those monopolized the state resources including the projects since 2010. In this 

context, officials in the Silanyo’s regime have profited from their offices through such corruption 

acts as bribes, extortion, and asset stripping. The data confirm that corruption in Silanyo’s 

regime nearly four and half years of his rule is more prevalent in regards to his predecessors with 

highly distorted policies. In this situation, ending the corruption in Somaliland is a worthy and 

ultimate objective, but corruption doesn’t necessarily end when the Silanyo regime leaves. 

Indeed, they are likely to end if Silanyo withdrawn entirely his nepotism policies and clan cult 

for one hand, and enjoys no flexibility to operationally support the mission, the mandate and the 

objectives of the Anti-Corruption Commission which remained dysfunctional since its inception 

in 2010 for the other (Nasir, 2014b). These are factors that should weigh heavily on 

administration plans for re-engagement in addressing the concerns emerged from Silanyo’s four 

and half years of leadership though his term in office is running out. 

3.3 The Social Cost 

One of the Somali best-known intellectual, scholar and a leading figure in academia, Dr. Hussein 

Abdilahi Bulhan
25

; in one of his publications discusses the rise of the modern Somali state and 

the root cause of its total collapse after thirty-one years, followed by greedy warlords who 

struggled to rule the country from the barrels of guns. Without reservation, the ruling elite in 

Somalia as many parts of Africa was a product of colonial and neocolonial rule, knew no better 

than duplicate the exploitation and divide-and-rule of their colonial mentors, adding to these their 

use of the clan cult and delusion of clan superiority to attain and retain power which deepened 

misery and conflict through corruption, nepotism, and plundering the treasury (Bulhan, 2013). In 

the Somali politics, clan politics and clan interest are two inseparable factors which determine 

the practice and behavior of the Somali politicians in general. In this respect, the clan interest and 

nepotism remain the major if not the sole challenge against the concept of state in the twenty-

first century not only in Somaliland, but also the entire Somalis (Mark, 2008). Therefore, 

favoritism, nepotism, state resource exploitation by particular individuals and power abuse are 

regarded the most serious factors in the Somali politics, which finally led the Somali state to 

cease exist and function as a state after thirty-one years from its creation. 

The Silanyo regime in Somaliland cannot escape to label it as one type of those rulers emerged 

in Somalia the dawn of its independence in the 1960s. When analyzed the issue further, the 

elected Silanyo regime in Somaliland though, has demonstrated some improvement in various 

fronts, the fact that concerns on the grave violations of human rights, the imprisonment of the 

                                                           
25 A PhD graduate in Clinical Psychology from Harvard University, and author several major publications, including the most 

notable book: “Frantz Fanon and the Psychology of Oppression” 
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media people, and the widespread of corruption in the form of nepotism, and favoritism which 

are pervasive in the country at the moment have negative implications for the state
26

. Thus, 

impoverished Somaliland citizens need an educated action accompanied by genuine compassion 

that aimed to empower the people at the grassroots. While the state citizens at large do not need 

replication of clannish-oriented led strategy that emerged following the creation of the Somalia 

state in the 1960 and survives today (Nasir, 2014). This grieves many of Somaliland citizens and 

breaks their hope due to the clan cult approach adopted by Silanyo regime while it left citizens to 

lose optimism about a better future ahead, thus either living in absolute and extreme poverty or 

drowning in the oceans seeking better living conditions. 

Since its inception in 1991, one of the critical challenges against citizens is poor institutions to 

provide social services which remained weak. These could be linked to the state fragility in many 

ways, include: the presence of weak law enforcement mechanisms, in particular at the 

peripheries and sound policies at the center, which has an adversary impact on the citizens at 

large, and Somaliland which has no international legal status that could enable it to attract 

international investment opportunities. Since its declaration as an independent state in 1991, 

though it has set clear policy and guidelines aimed to manage, improve and develop on social 

services through various projects in the sector. On the other hand, the means for implementation 

are in reality absent due to the widespread corruption which has many dimensions and forms 

coupled with inept and naive figures in position.  

In an unrecognized region, which is a home of about 3.5 million population, the health sector, 

which is one of the prime livelihood sectors of the society is inadequately resourced, for 

instance, there are only 984 health professionals across the country, where 111 of them are 

doctors, 41 with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing, 745 qualified nurses, 45 professional 

midwives, and 42 lab technicians as the 2013 annual report of the Somaliland Ministry of Health 

attest. This is a clear indication how the health sector is lagging behind which is not favorable to 

a 3.5 million population (Somaliland Ministry of Health, 2013). Even though Somaliland has 

made a significant progress in terms of policy and strategy fronts and introduced a draft of the 

nation’s National Health Policy, this policy, however, has never benefited or focused in the 

health sectors both in the urban and the rural areas entirely.  

One of the distressing factors that deserve mention is that the health sector in Somaliland has the 

lowest indicator in the region we are living today. This could be linked with the absence of 

committed leaders, those who can open-mindedly set national strategies to overcome the health 

insecurities, both real and potential for the decades to come. For instance, Somaliland since 1991 

became the dumping site not only poor quality and outdated drugs, but also hazardous medicines 

which claim the life and the health of thousands of Somaliland citizens. Therefore, by and large, 

the Somaliland leaders without reservation failed to control and even establish an institution that 

could serve as a drug and food administration to ensure the quality and ingredients of any 

imported product being medicine or food items. Though a kind of agency was established by the 

current regime under the name: ‘Somaliland Quality Control Agency’, still it fails to expose to 

the public the health hazards associated with the poor quality and outdated drugs and food items 

that were dumped to Somaliland since its inception in 1991. 

                                                           
26Observed from Silanyo’s practices which became prevalent since his election in 2010. Silanyo is despotic, goodhearted and 

hostage to his political colleagues and loyal to his clan interest   
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While these facts remain obvious and have both real and potential threats to the survival of the 

Somaliland citizens at large. There are barefaced activities which are taking place across the 

Somaliland state under the auspices of the Silanyo regime. In this regard, while the mother is 

dying both in the rural and the urban centers due to the absence of quality health services and 

even health posts are in reality absent in the rural areas to help not only mothers, but also the 

other vulnerable section of the society including the children and the aged. Millions of Dollars 

are going to senseless and clannish-motivated projects, such as the so-called building roads, not 

only the Erigavo, but also the entire Somaliland state. It is a surprise if I am not mistaken, and 

sorry to say that, building over 270 km with asphalt and concrete surface road is unrealistic and 

unnecessary, whereas the mothers are facing or dying malnutrition, lack of clean water, 

sanitation, and access to primary education and health services. These are the essential need for 

the people, not only those in the Sanaag region including the areas which that asphalt road will 

pass through, but is a universal value and importance for every human in the twenty-first 

century
27

.  

Exaggerating the state-led initiatives through the state-owned mass media is not a new 

phenomenon. But, the initiatives of the Silanyo regime moved beyond the nature of any initiative 

that both the state and the citizens at large can finance and manage it. Therefore wasting the 

already scarce resources into senseless project is beyond any rational thinking, while the 

tribalized projects can no longer address the needs of both the state and the citizens; rather serve 

the interest of a particular group. It is a thing of surprise to disclose millions of Dollars going to 

Erigavo road, while the health facilities in that region are poorly resourced, for instance, the 

region which is the largest in Somaliland in terms of geographic size, in general, has twenty 

pharmacies, thirty health posts, twelve health centers or MCH, two hospitals, and forty-six health 

professionals or in other words qualified nurses, while there are only three junior doctors 

donated by the Ministry of Health. Therefore, one may ask what are the benefits associated with 

building this asphalt road which costs millions of Dollars? Who will benefit it? The Sanaag 

people or those who frequently travel from Burao or Hargeisa? Does Erigavo need to be 

connected to Burao? Or thinking rationally, Erigavo needs to be connected to its coastal areas to 

easily have access to the ports along the Sanaag coast, thus, use the sea traffics connect it not 

only Somaliland coastal towns, but also other parts of the region and beyond to expose and 

export its unique resources, in particular the frankincense and other natural gums and resins 

which is the second largest export of Somaliland to foreign markets after the livestock. 

Before launching any project, ideas, needs and problems need studies and critical analysis, thus 

ensure the basic needs associated with the project, the cost assessment as well as the return 

benefit both the state at national and the citizens at the grassroots levels (Rory, 2003). Bearing in 

mind with this, if the construction of the roads is inevitable and is a prime strategy for the 

regime, as a Head of State isn’t it fair to conduct a comparative study to see the priority areas 

that need to be invested then harvested? With my narrow conception in regards to the 

construction of politicized roads in Somaliland, building a road connecting the ancient town of 

Zeila to the other parts of the western Somaliland will be more beneficial than a road which may 

                                                           
27 It is really disgusting to see Government without clear vision and mission. The unfortunate point to note is that from 1991 till 

present, there is no single project which has a feasibility study before launching it. Why we are throwing our already scarce 

resources to unnecessary sectors while we are ignoring the sources of the state revenues? These are really showing how the state 

fell under the control and influence of inept people. Can we think about the benefits associated with building the Erigavo road? 
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attract less traffic than any other roads that Somaliland has, like the politicized Erigavo road. In 

this sense, building the Zeila road and the port as well will be a beneficial contribution to the 

Somaliland economy and will give access and services to the neighboring countries in particular 

Ethiopia; at the same time it will compete and serve as a second Corridor after Berbera. If not 

Zeila, why the 249 km of the Berbera Corridor, which is a potential route were underestimated 

and not upgraded to attract much traffic than it has today
28

. With many evidences on the ground, 

the construction of the unessential roads will not bring any contribution to the state economy, but 

increases the already rising migration rate from the rural to the urban centers which exacerbated 

the already deteriorating situation of the urban life and the unemployment tempo. 

The social crisis that face Somaliland are not limited to mismanaging the state scarce resources 

and the building of unnecessary roads for the expenses of other important sectors, such as 

improving the quality health services and access to clean water among others. Apart from these 

gaps, there are many important sectors which have never enjoyed a glimpse from the state 

officials. Indeed, though the levels of education in Somaliland have shown rapid quantitative 

increase, quality should be regarded as an issue that cannot be avoided with the education at 

present. As far as the issue of the quality education in Somaliland concerned, there are complex 

factors that have their own roots and influence the situation such as the commercialization of 

higher education (Nasir, 2014c). Surprisingly, though there is a dysfunctional commission: 

‘Somaliland National Commission for Higher Education’ which was in place since 2010, its role 

in regulating the quality education of the state remained absent. Interestingly, though the 

franchised universities operating in Somaliland have their own rules and regulations and subject 

to the auspices and supervision of their parent universities in Ethiopia in regard how to control 

the quality of the education and the standard as well. There are locally-owned universities who 

devoted to deconstruct the next generation and hamper the quality of the higher education  by 

launching measureless programs in all levels without giving respect the necessary mechanisms to 

run such those programs. Nevertheless, this commission has never said a mumbling word to 

those universities whose agenda is the commercialization of the education and ruthlessly 

deconstructs the future of the next generation; instead, enjoy the mercy of the commission. 

In the current state of affairs, wide range of social injustice is prevalent in Somaliland, it is 

understandable that peace, security and stability, neither exist nor sustain without giving 

attention to the social justice, such as reducing the level of unemployment, underemployment 

and reforming the judicial system of the country and politics of inclusion and representation. For 

the incumbent Silanyo regime in Somaliland, though the end of its term in office is approaching, 

their first and foremost responsibilities are to tackle the ‘youth drain’ caused by the 

unemployment and underemployment which led thousands of the young graduates to depart the 

region in an attempt to seek better living condition. This embitterment could be linked with the 

government’s failure to abide its pledges during the election campaign include: reforming the 

structures of the state institutions and institutionalizing meritocracy based-policy that aimed to 

appoint the professionals and skillful persons to the high and significant positions of the 

government offices, abandoning the long-practiced handpicked inept figures, and creation of job 

                                                           
28 Pragmatically speaking, Somaliland can benefit if it focuses on upgrading the existing infrastructures such as the Berbera 

Corridor which can attract more traffic than it has today, and the Zeila which is a potential source and can challenge even Berbera 

and the neighboring Djibouti if wisely managed and were improved its condition 
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opportunities for the youth. Unfortunately, this regime has recycled the policy of its predecessor; 

while in addition, it resurrected tribalism, nepotism and favoritism buried by his predecessors. As 

a result of that, the euphoria has quickly dissipated and changed into disenchantment which led 

the youth to leave for the country (Ibid, 2014). Therefore, if these factors were not addressed and 

re-arranged, it could lead the society at the grassroots’ those wrestling with an abject condition, 

absolute poverty coupled with bad governance and poor economic conditions turn their backs to 

the regime which likely cause economic, political, and social insecurities
29

. 

4. WHO WILL BENEFIT THE SILANYO POLITICAL FAULTS? 

In the first place, it is not fair to say that Silanyo is responsible whatever happened in Somaliland 

since 2010. Indeed, though Somaliland is an unrecognized state in the Horn African region, on 

the other hand, it is one of the few functioning constitutional democracies in the Muslim world, 

which indeed enabled it to maintain its security and the regional stability simultaneously. Apart 

from those positive achievements recorded, there are a number of challenges against this infant 

and thriving democracy. In fact, separation and independence of the three branches of power that 

could create ‘horizontal and vertical accountability’ has remained even less significance or 

missing in particular post–2010 election
30

. It is understandable that the legislature and the 

executive branches of the state have intermingled due to various reasons which indeed hampered 

in running state affairs accordingly, while the judiciary organ remained hostage to the executive 

since the known history of Somaliland.  

In the context of this argument, the Somaliland House of Representatives should be blamed 

partially what went wrong due to the weak leadership in the Somaliland Lower House who has 

conflicting interests not only after the local election in 2012 in which he emerged as the founder 

and the chairman of the Somaliland Political Party a.k.a Waddani, but has a record of 

unwillingness to serve the nation putting aside his own agenda
31

. It is not easy, but it is possible 

to analyze the nature of the Somaliland Lower House Speaker, Abdurrahman Mohamed Abdilahi 

a.k.a Irro. Since becoming the Speaker of the Lower House in 2005, he led the House anomaly 

which created conflict within the House and led the Upper House intervene the situation several 

times and later obliged parties concerned take the Upper House decisions seriously.  

Most of the conflicts within the House if not all, emanate from the speaker’s reluctance to obey 

the demands of the House majority aimed to replace him. Pragmatically speaking, though 

political motives are behind the demands of the house members, on the other hand, the speaker 

as a chairman of the legislative body of the state has failed to step down and accept the decision 

                                                           
29 In the current state of affairs in Somaliland, the way of life of the citizens is changing while social equality is vanishing. There 

is a presence of class and encourages the emergence of more unequal society. Therefore, both horizontal and vertical inequalities 

linked to socioeconomic and class, respectively are present in Somaliland. The latter relates the gap between the rich, wealthy 

and the poor, weak, income inequality, and wealth disparity. To narrow this gap, the Somaliland Government should carry 

forward a program with mixture of ideas both from liberal context to social democracy paradigms to curb social inequalities 

which are present in the society at all levels and play a huge role in education, health care, gender, and among others   
30 The role of the House of Representatives in post–2010 period has declined or diminished due to a number of factors mainly 

influenced by the executive branch which throw many members of the parliament in the middle of oasis surrounded by lakes of 

corruption and maladministration 
31 Since becoming the Speaker of the Lower House in 2005, he never managed to lead the House without conflict and 

confrontation. In most recent days, there were a conflict between his camp and the other opposing members of the House which 

later caused demonstrations rocked the entire Somaliland. Therefore, the Speaker has never demonstrated quality leadership in 

regarding the House which has an impact on his future ambition to serve as a President 
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of the house majority. Due to the egoistic nature of the human being in general and the greedy 

behavior of the Somaliland politicians in particular, the Speaker does not bring any key 

achievement which the people of Somaliland can remember him in a decade of leadership in one 

of the most important branches in a democratic state, the Somaliland House of Representatives, 

except the frequent confrontations between the cleavages of the 82-Members of the House. 

Failing to lead a House of 82-Members questions the Speaker’s capacity take a lead a roughly 

3.5 million population with diverse interests and ideologies. This is the major concern of those 

who analyze the nature and dynamics of the Somaliland politics and the changing behavior of its 

politicians
32

. 

As far as the issue of state leadership is concerned, the President is regarded as the most crucial 

pillar for the state and determines its survival. In Somaliland, analyzing who will be the next 

President after Silanyo have been the center stage and dominated both private and public debates 

in most recent times. The contesting political parties have three candidates representing it. 

Despite the Irro’s public and cathartic expressions to bring better policies not only than the ruling 

party, but also the second opposition party, the Justice and Welfare Party a.k.a UCID, on the 

other hand, translating these beautifully constructed and politically motivated statements into 

practice are beyond the capacity of the Somaliland Political Party Chairman. Though Irro has not 

yet declared publicly his decision to run for presidency due to difficulty to understand his intent, 

but, rumors and his close friends confirm his intention to do so. In this respect, and bearing in 

mind these attributes, the Speaker cannot serve as a President of Somaliland, not only because of 

his weak record in leading the 82-Members of the Lower House of the Somaliland Parliament, 

but also his opportunistic nature, and the weak leadership style he shown in the last decade 

which perhaps may invite many beneficial actors outside the political spheres, and impacts the 

state and the citizens adversely
33

. But, if Silanyo’s maladministration which affected negatively 

both socioeconomic and state security persist and remain as it is today, Irro will likely benefit 

that political faults committed by Silanyo not as a regime, but as a person.  

On the other hand, there is another potential candidate who survived from the annihilation of the 

collapsed United Democratic People’s Party a.k.a UDUB. Though it was not easy, it has been 

possible to appoint Jamal Ali Hussein
34

 as the candidate of the Somaliland Justice and Welfare 

Party in the coming Somaliland national election though NEC has not yet fixed the exact date of 

voting. Without doubt, there are a number of problems in the Somaliland politics, which hamper 

the prospects for any educated and talented figure to engage it, include the corruption which 

riddles the state institutions from top to bottom, and indeed, aggressively affected the popular 

perception of the state and its relationships with the society. Development, peace and prosperity 

is not for granted if an educated and experienced person becomes President, but indeed, Jamal 

can serve as a President better than Silanyo and Irro in particular in the economic sector
35

. 

                                                           
32Ibid., 31. 
33Ibid., 31. 
34 Mr. Jamal, has a Master’s Degree graduate in Business Administration (MBA) from one of the leading and most reputable 

universities in the world, the America’s Harvard University, on the other hand, has an extensive experience on banking and 

management and worked for the Citibank in various capacities and served as its Chief Executive Officer in different regions in 

the world from the Caribbean to Indonesia, from the Middle East to East and West Africa, and in New York as well 
35 Jamal demonstrated and performed good record at Citibank, but there are challenges which demand particular quality of 

leadership, competent and honest close aides and advisors 
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5. MOVING BEYOND JUNE: THE EXTENTION – IS IT AN OPTION OR IMPOSITION? 

In the years of 2000s we have witnessed a growing criticism from the opposition figures against 

the conduct of the Rayale’s government in running the state affairs. Among those who criticize 

the Rayale leadership were representatives of the opposition political parties, especially the 

incumbent President who publicly and critically denounced the Rayale’s policies. Being similar 

in many ways, the incumbent regime is one of the ill-fated leaders of Somaliland, which 

complicated the internal dynamics of the Somaliland politics since 1991 (Nasir, 2014b). In the 

current state of affairs, human rights abuses and the emergence of a kleptocratic system in the 

form of nepotism and favoritism which overt in the country, indeed, have negative implications 

for the Silanyo leadership and should be labeled as a negative hallmark to his political legacy.  

Of course, there is no exaggeration to say that and actually it seems obvious that President 

Silanyo and his aides want to get an opportunity to extend his term at least one year plus, 

according to their point of argument tackle all the weaknesses and gaps existed within 

Somaliland election policies and its approaches. In fact, those who support the President hope 

that will prove useful to the regime by offering an array of approaches to democracy that are 

worthy of implementation. No matter, if they have concrete reasons with justifiable evidences, 

but the extension needs a constituency both within the political parties and among members of 

the broader public who are willing to help and assist their unrecognized nation. Indeed, the 

executive failed to materialize its responsibility not only to push forward the policies and budgets 

for the election, but also impedes the Electoral Commission’s efforts to set up the agenda for 

election ahead of the voting day. Therefore, respecting and convincing the stakeholders, 

including the political parties, civil society actors as well as the donors who are the backbone of 

the Somaliland’s democratization processes is necessary. 

The reason to extend the term of the President into one additional year plus at least puts question 

mark on the President’s political legacy who without reservation criticized any extension and 

labeled it as “illegal, immoral, unacceptable, and unjust” once he was an opposition figure
36

. 

Without doubt, this will have a ramification on his political life; indeed, the overwhelming 

question regarding extension is the extent to which Silanyo was successful for the last four and 

half years. However, there is an equally important, and for some, a far greater series of questions 

to consider: What is the Silanyo’s intention of extending his term through the Upper House of 

the Parliament, which has the ultimate power to extend the term of the President if there are 

conditions which necessitates to do so? And what are the benefits and dilemmas associated with 

the extension? In addition, before they ask an extension, they should explain the public at large 

why they failed to conduct the Presidential election on time? What is the reason to postpone it? 

Who is responsible for this delay? And who is to be blamed? Answering these questions requires 

a commitment, not only from those who advocates or opposes the extension, but also for the 

researchers and academia to come up with viable conclusions that could help the nation to step 

forward. 

In many instances, politicians are not objective in their pledges because they cannot avoid 

fabricating pledges that difficult to implement rather prefer to remain or climb the power. In 

                                                           
36 Retrieved from a videos recordings which contain diverse speeches addressed by the incumbent President, recorded throughout 

the eight-years life in opposition   
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many regards, the most surprising and the unfortunate factor observed in Somaliland is that those 

who are in the system are inept and naive, and not only have a clue how to rule a state or know it 

a little, but also lack the capacity to run and positively manage an all-inclusive modern state, 

saturated in human rights norms, accountability, transparency, meritocracy and positive political 

morality. The conclusion, however, is that extending the term of the President with another one 

year plus will only quadruple the struggle to scramble for the state resources which is inevitable 

and unavoidable if the term of Silanyo were extended. Nevertheless, sooner or later, those who 

are in-charge of the state and abused the entrusted power for private gain and plundered the 

public properties and assets for their own purposes and remained in a gloomy state of corruption 

perhaps may appear in the light of justice. In this regard, there is no doubt that Silanyo regime 

will leave an ineradicable mark on the Somaliland state and create a legacy of distrust and fear 

for those attempting to call their government to account. 

6. OVERCOMING THE INSTITUTIONAL WEAKNESSES AND POLICY GAPS 

Somaliland remains in a situation entirely discouraging, which has social, economic and political 

dimensions since Silanyo came to the power four and half years back. This political instability 

with poor economic performance has been the outcome of fragile government institutions 

exacerbated by weak leadership style. This leadership type combined with fragile governance 

institutions gave room naive internal actors manipulating the state resources and engaging in 

various forms of corruption which cripples the state economy. Therefore, the root cause of this 

practice should be regarded as an outcome of the Silanyo’s weak leadership style engulfed by 

vicious actors those hijacked the policies and the state institutions to serve for their own ends. 

Fundamentally, the internal actors with diverse interests are behind all the unfortunate acts 

happening in Somaliland since 2010
37

. To overcome all these challenges and problems facing the 

Somaliland state, there are a number of factors that need to be applied, including: a) appointing 

committed officials free from internal influence and corruption maneuvers, b) establishing 

responsible governance institutions to serve the Somaliland citizens impartially and provide 

social services to those in need both in the peripheries and the center as well,  c) reconciling the 

various hostile interests and actors across Somaliland, and, d) entrenchment of the rule of law. 

Nevertheless, there is a need for a rapid social transformation, but, positive social change with 

determinant policies and programs are not easy to achieve, without doubt, it can take root 

through a generation. 

The state as it exists in Somaliland today would not resolve the problems of corruption, which is 

a crime against development and improvement of the social services; it requires sustained and 

systematic action on the part of all of the interested parties. In some respects, indeed, establishing 

viable governance institutions with effective guiding policies could help Somaliland to curb 

corruption and may end up the vicious cycles those criminalized both the state and the economy. 

These initiatives seem to eradicate the corruption practices not only from the top, but also from 

the bottom as well
38

. The establishment of viable state institutions should not be an easy task; 

however, overcoming the problems and threats of the corruption should be added with 

                                                           
37 The most Somaliland citizens if not all, argue that what is happening in the country are behind the control of the leader who 

empowered his close aides and later exploited and abused the power of the leader, thus, has an impact both on the state and the 

society simultaneously. There are others who say that he is behind the scene and the master of all activities taking place 
38 Inclusiveness can bring viable governance institutions which can represent the public at large regardless of region and clan  

affiliation  
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developing guiding rules and regulations and institutionalization of the state institutions. Indeed, 

lack of politically committed leadership from the top, professional and skilled personnel at the 

middle and at the bottom as well hampers the survival of the homegrown institutions in this tiny 

unrecognized nation in the Horn of Africa.  

Against all odds, some progress has been achieved in very few fronts. Yet significant challenges 

to development and social stability remain to be addressed. Indeed, the revival of tribalism in the 

form of nepotism and favoritism during the four and half years of the Silanyo rule has exacted a 

heavy toll on social stability, thus impacted state security. In nearly every sector of the 

Somaliland state, there is a need for further legal, policy and institutional reforms to cement the 

commitment to institutional performance and to prevent dysfunctional governance system that 

will produce a fragile structure which makes the outcome uncertain. The fact remains, however, 

as a clear dividing-line, of course policies and strong institutions will not provide the answer to 

all – of even most – of these problems. It could help to encourage more efforts by local, regional 

and national actors, which will prove to be a good thing in Somaliland if wisely and honestly 

were implemented, while there is a need to open up space for the elites, intellectuals and the 

public to participate in curbing any form of corruption taking place in Somaliland being political 

or administrative ones. 

7. CONCLUSION 

Glorifying the past is not a solution for the present problems. Without doubt, glowing Silanyo’s 

past history and his political background influenced many once he was an opposition figure and 

finally led them to vote for his favor. Since appearing in the Somaliland Presidential Palace in 

2010, there were distressing political, social, and economic factors created phobia and distrust 

between the state institutions and the citizens at large. Most of the Somaliland citizens if not all, 

closely observed the political, social and economic calculations adopted by Silanyo regime 

which not only has a negative impact on the state citizens, but also crippling their livelihoods, 

state institutions and security, thus delegitimizing state–citizens relationships which are vital for 

the survival of the state. Within four and half years of the Silanyo rule, a number of 

unprecedented events have happened, for instance, Silanyo who won the majority of the 

nationwide votes in the 2010 election, because of the private media support has detained the 

largest number of the media people the entire Somaliland history, among them female journalists 

which make Silanyo’s regime the first Somaliland Government arrested a female journalist. 

While the arbitrary detention and abduction of the media is still continuing. Therefore, many 

citizens who expressed grievances against Silanyo rule are nostalgic about the old days of the 

Rayale rule.    

The media is not the only victim of the Silanyo regime, but there are grave violations of human 

rights and acts of corruption with different types and magnitudes and wide maladministration as 

well, these include: a) injustice practices in the state politics at national, regional and local levels, 

b) unequal distribution of wealth and state resources among the citizens, c) cracking down the 

political opposition figures which existed and widely practiced in Somaliland, d) lack of politics 

of inclusion, e) unjust actions against minorities, f) fake and fraud elections, and, g)  zero-sum 

game, to name a few. These entire practices hampered the state security and produced weak 

governance institutions not only in Somaliland, but most of these made many African states to 

collapse and others on the verge to fall apart. 
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Ending the corruption and overcoming the weak governance institutions is an obligation not an 

option. To realize this; Silanyo should take the lead in finding appropriate solutions to ensure 

that good governance with its multidimensional forms and social justice prevails in Somaliland 

as a whole. Nevertheless, this goal will not be realized if the institutional weaknesses presence 

within the state apparatuses intended to provide social services and protection for its citizens 

were not reformed and transformed. Therefore, overhaul of all institutions of governance and of 

goods and services delivery, including establishing effective and capable social welfare 

institutions will improve the livelihoods of the citizens at large. Nonetheless, if Silanyo fails to 

put in place inclusive policies and social equality, more social and political instability will follow 

and certainly have an adverse effect on the Somaliland citizens at large. 
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